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A Poem - Guess My Name

1A Kong Pik Hi

Let us play a little game.

To see if you can guess my name.
[ live in zoos.

[ am grey and

[ like to play.

[ have long nose and

[ am heavy.

Many people like my teeth.

If you think you know my name,
Let us play another game.

Let us play a little game.

To see if you can guess my name.
[ live in the sea.

[ am pink and

[ like to sink.
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[ have a big body and

[ am lovely.

Many people like watching me
To jump through hoops.

If you think you know my name,
Let us play another game.

Let us play a little game.

To see if you can guess may name.
[ live on trees.

[ am small and

[ like to smell.

[ have wings and

[ like flowers.

Many people like to eat my food.
[f you think you know my name,
Let us play another game.
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Guess my name

1C Lee Kwun Yin

Let us play a little game,

To see if you can guess my name
In a pet shop

[ can be very free

[t’s there you'll find a pet like me
My ears are powerful

My brown fur coat is beautiful
['m very wonderful

If you think you know my name
Let us play another game

Let us play a little game

To see if you can guess my name

In the sea

Below the deep deep sea

It’s there you'll find a shark like me
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My ears are grey

['m very free

I only like to eat little fish

If you think you know my name
Let us play another game

Let us play a little game

To see if you can guess my name

In the nests

Below a forest I'm the smallest

My ears are yellow

[ don’t like money, but I only like to eat honey
If you think you know my name

Let us play another game
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Guess my name

1C Lo Kai Yeung

Let us play a little game,

To see if you can guess my name.

In the grassland,

[ like walking.

[ like helping people to carry something.
[ can run very fast.

['m very small.

[ look like a horse.

If you think you know my name,

Let us play another game.

Let us play a little game,

To see if you can guess my name.
['m a bird,

[ like swimming,

And I like eating.

106



46. GUESS MY NAME 1C LO KAI YEUNG

My eyes are black.

[ swim in the sea.

I like to eat fish for my tea.

[f you think you know my name,
Let us play another game.

Let us play a little game,

To see if you can guess my name.
I'm a fish,

[ live in the sea,

All the fish are afraid of me.

['m grey.

[ like sleeping.

But I am also fond of eating.

If you think you know my name,
Let us play another game.
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My Last Trip to Ocean Park

1D Wong Ching Pan

“Terrible’ yet wonderful and exciting!! These are the words
that describe what I remember the last time I went to Ocean
Park on Halloween night.

My friends and I went there at night - a scary night! There
were many people and they all enjoyed the activities there. When
we were reading the map, a ghost stood in front of us and shouted,
so we all felt scared.

We had a plan. First, we went to a ghost house called SCREAM-
atorium. Then, we went to Courthouse Massacre - a Chinese
ghost house. The atmosphere was terrifying. And then, we
wanted to go up the hill, so we traveled by cable car to Jun-
gle Nightmare. This part had many ghosts hiding behind the
trees. We all felt frightened. Finally, we watched a 4D movie
called Haunted Mine Ride. We sat on chairs and watched the
movie and the chairs started to shake and sprayed some water
and mist. That was very interesting!
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After that, we had dinner at McDonald’s. We wanted to go to
another ghost house, but the line was so long that we didn’t have
time. We felt annoyed, so we decided to go on some rides like
Raging River, Space Wheel, Eagle, Crazy Galleon and the Flying
Swing. These exciting rides were really crazy! That was my first
time to on these crazy rides. I felt thrilled. I was confident on
these, so [ felt proud of myself!

When we went down the hill in the cable car, we heard a ghost
singing Justin’s song behind us. It was soooooo funny!

That night was so ‘terrible’ and we went on lots of exciting
rides. It was really a wonderful night!!
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My Last Trip to Ocean Park

1D Yeung Tsz Yan

On the 18th of February of this year, I went to Ocean Park. I
arrive there at ten o’clock in the morning. I went there by MTR
and then by bus with my parents.

In the morning, we went to many places. First, we went to
Whisker’s Wild Ride. Through the motion seats and giant screen,
we followed Ocean Park’s mascot family swimming and flying. It
was exciting! This was a special experience for me because I had
never tried it before.

Then, we went to ride the Cable Car. In the car, we saw the
beautiful South China Sea. It was such a free feeling. Later, we
visited the Sea Jelly Spectacular. There were many sea jellies.
They have beautiful colours and movements. I was quite thrilled
as I seldom see these living things.

In the afternoon, we went to have lunch at McDonald’s Restau-
rant. After lunch, we went to the Mine Train. It dropped and
turned and was suspended over the sea. I was afraid. After a
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short rest, we went to the Ocean Park Tower. We saw all of the
scenery at Ocean Park. The whole environment was beautiful!
At last, we visited the Atoll Reef. It was wonderful. We saw
many fish and other sea animals at this really good place.
[ enjoyed this trip very much. I will certainly go there again
because I felt very joyful and excited indeed. It was a wonderful
experience!
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My last trip to Ocean Park
1E Chan Lok Yu

The last time I went to Ocean Park was in summer holiday.
My mother, father and brother went to Ocean Park with me. We
went there by bus.

In the morning, we played the cable car, the cable car was
in the Lowland Gardens. It was very exciting and interesting.
Then, we went to the Ocean Park Grand Prix. We saw the
pandas, they ate the leaves. It was cute. There was an animal
Fun talk and ACE Quest Conquest. Next, We went to the Sea
Jelly Spectacular. It was in the Marine Land. We saw more than
1000 sea jellies.

In the afternoon, we went to the Japanese Garden, we ate
some Japanese food, mochi, sushi, Japanese noodles and fried
food. Next, we went to the Ocean Theatre. There were many
intelligent dolphins. We saw a dolphins’ show too. It was fun
and I was delighted. Then, we went to shark Aquarium. There
were more than 70 sharks. My mother said they were fierce, but
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[ thought they are tame.
[ was very glad with this trip. I would go there again with my
mother because the Ocean Park had more new games.
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My last trip to Ocean Park

1E Hui Ying

[ still remember my last trip to Ocean Park because I went
there this year. In Chinese New Year, in the 21st of February,
[ went to Ocean Park with my father and elder sister. We went
there by MTR and bus. There were a lot of people in the bus
stop. I was very excited before I went to Ocean Park.

We went there at 10:30 in the morning. We went to Marine
Land. First, we visited the Sea Jelly Spectacular. There were
lots of jellies. They were very interesting and colourful. We went
there to see the sea jellies and we were amazed by their beau-
tiful colours and movements. Then we went to Shark Aquar-
ium. There were many different sharks and various species from
around the world. And we saw them swim over the water. After
that, we went to Atoll Reef. There was a large sea and different
kind of fish.

In the afternoon, we went to Headland Rides. First, we played
Ferris Wheel. It was slow and comfortable because that day
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was windy. Then we play Flying Swing. It is very excited. We
shouted loudly when we played it. After that, we rode the Cable
Car to Lowland Gardens. Then we played Whisker’s Wild Ride.
[t was very exciting too. Finally, we played Ocean Park Grand
Prix. It was the interesting cars’ riding. At 5:30 p.m. we left
Ocean Park.

We had a great time that day. I think Ocean Park was a
wonderful place. There were lots of attractions. I hope I will go
there again with my friends.
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Last week, our classmates had a wondertul Christmas

party.
3B Au Wai Kin

On that day, we were having the party at 12:00p.m. All of our
classmates arrived early because we looked forward to the party
very much. When the party started, we sang a Christmas song.
After singing the song, we played some games happily. Then, we
had our lunch at one o’clock. Although we were very hungry at
that time, we took some food to eat one by one. There was so
much delicious food like fried chicken wings, salad and fishball.
And T loved fried chicken wings the best. After having our lunch,
our stomachs were very full. Lastly, we had the important part of
the party which was exchange our presents. We were so excited
that what presents we would get. Finally, I got a model car and
[ liked it very much.

After the party, we hope we can have a party like this next
time.
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A Letter to my friend
3B Chung Wing Sze

Dear Kathy,

Hello! How are you?

Lat Saturday, I went hiking with my friends in Sai Kung. Let
me tell you something about the hiking trip. First, we looked
at the route to see where we should go. Then we walked to the
hill. Tt was really very tiring. I was not used to hiking but now
['m used to hiking after this trip. On the way, we felt exhausted.
At lunchtime, we had a picnic under a tree. Wow! It was so
relaxing. After lunch, we took many photos with the beautiful
views. The air was very fresh and the wind blew gently. Nobody
would not love this environment.

We played for a long time. In the evening, we left the hill. We
saw a snake in front of us. My friends shouted at the snake but
it was still there. I was very afraid. We stood still and then the
snake left. Finally, we walked down the hill safely. We also saw
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some exotic flowers along the way. They were very beautiful! I
hope that you can go hiking with me. I have sent some photos
to you.

See you soon!

Yours,
Macy
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A Letter to my friend

3B Lee Lai Ching

Dear Peter,

Hello! How are you? I know you want to know more about
my school English Week. Let me tell you!

At that week, my school had many things for us to do. In every
English lesson, we played a game for spelling English words. It
made us learn more words. On Monday, we had a film show after
school. Oh! Tt was very funny, all students were happy because of
it. Every year, my school also had a singing competition but it is
for Chinese songs. In the English Week, my school had a Singing
Contest only for English songs. Many students were interested
in it and also joined it. We could listen to many good English
songs.

Also, the English Week had a storytelling competition. It
could help students to train their English speaking skills. In the
hall, there was a book sale for us to buy English books. There
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were many types of English books and they were also quite cheap.
It could promote students’ reading interests. At that week, all
students and teachers had to speak English all the time. When
we had Chinese lessons, we spoke English too. It was crazy, but
because of it, I know that many classmates’ English has improved
a lot.

Oh! T was too busy that week but I felt wonderful and happy.

Would you like the English Week? What do you think? Tell me
what you think. Bye for now!

Your friend,
Chris
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The Importance of Exercise

3B Wong Shuk Yan

Do you often feel tired? Do you want to stay healthy? If your
answer is yes for these questions, I am sure that you must need
to do more exercise. Doing exercise is very important in your life.
If you want to know more, please read this essay.

According to a recent survey, ten years ago, children in Hong
Kong could do 100 sit-ups in 5 minutes but now they can only do
50 sit-ups in the same amount of time. Why do the teenagers do
so little exercise? The majority of teenagers said that they didn’t
have time to do exercise. Anyway, I generalize two reasons. One
is the students are too busy. Maybe they have too many tests,
exams or too much homework. Maybe they are so busy that
they cannot do exercise anymore. Another reason is students are
too lazy. People always have time to watch TV, play computer
games, chat to their friends by phone and so on. Therefore these
are all excuses, not reasons!

Doing exercise is important because it makes you feel more
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energetic. If you feel energetic, you will study or work hard and
will not feel tired easily. For example, you will not feel sleepy
easily. One of the most benefits of doing exercise is that it helps us
to stay healthy. Doing exercise prevents us from obesity. It burns
out the calories that we don’t need. Then it helps us to maintain
at the right weight. The most important reason of exercise is
for the development of strong muscles and bones. Doing exercise
strengthens bones. For example, it makes your bones strong and
less likely to break. Doing exercise is also good for muscles. If you
do exercise regularly, your muscles will become big and strong.
They will not break or get hurt easily.

If you really have no time to do exercise, please don’t worry.
I will suggest one good form of exercise to you. You may do sit-
ups. It is convenient for everyone to do this exercise at anytime
and anywhere. When you finish the homework or before sleep or
whatever, you also can do it.

To conclude, it is important to do exercise and it is also im-
portant in your life. If you do exercise regularly, you will get a
lot of benefits. For example, it makes you feel happier and more
relaxed.
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Eating Dog Meat Should Be Allowed

3C Poon Yuk Yin

Dear Editor,

Dogs are eaten in many countries. Do you agree that people
can eat dog meat? For me, I am against it because of these
significant reasons.

To begin with, it is immoral if we eat dog meat. When the
butchers kill the dogs, it is best to hang the dog from a tree and
beat it to death to tenderize the meat. Moreover, I wonder why
nobody cares about dogs living in a cage without freedom. It is
so cruel to them.

In addition, it is unwise of people to believe eating dog meat
may have health benefits. According to the International Fund
for Animal Welfare, "There is no scientific evidence that dog
meat has restorative or curative powers, these health claims are
folklore not fact.” Also, nobody knows what the dogs have eaten
before so we ought to stop eating dog meat.
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Finally, it is crazy of people to forget that dogs are our loyal
friends. Dogs are different from other animals. [ would like to
share a story about dogs. In the U.S. of Florida, suddenly, a
diabetes patient fainted at home. His dog nipped and moved the
master’s mobile phone to call the police. Finally, the dog has
saved its mater’s life. The survivor said, “I can’t believe that if
my dog was not nearby me, I could not live today, my dog has

'77

rescued me. It is my best friend!” Dogs and humans have been
living together for a long time, helping each other, so we mustn’t
kill dogs and eat their meat.

To conclude, we shouldn’t eat dog meat because it is immoral
to dogs, there is no scientific evidence that eating dog meat may
have health benefits and the most important one is dogs are our
loyal friends, it is clear that we shouldn’t be allowed to eat dog

meat.

Yours faithfully,
Virginia Poon
Poon Yuk
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The Importance of Exercise

S3E Ip Kin Wing

A number of previous surveys in Hong Kong show that the
majority of children are exercising less than in the past. We had
two surveys in 1998 and 2003, respectively. The result of the first
survey told us that 85% of students exercised more than once a
week. The result of the second survey showed us that just 60% of
students exercised more than once a week. The percentage had
dropped. It is clear that exercise is important for our health be-
cause it is better than any treatment. I shall explain my opinion
and suggest some useful exercises.

Do you know why teenagers exercise so little? There are three
reasons. Laziness is a common reason for teenagers to do so little
exercise. They spend too much time watching TV on the sofa.
They sit all day long. Watching TV is easy. You just have to
turn on the power. However, exercise is troublesome. They have
to wear sweat suit to exercise. Another reason that teenagers
exercise so little is schoolwork. They have lots of homework and
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tests every day. They have to finish them and work hard. When
they have finished the schoolwork, it’s already at night. They
can’t go out to have exercise. They want to stretch they body
but they are tired because of the schoolwork. The last reason is
nobody accompany them. They feel shy and afraid, without any
impetus to have a good habit to exercise. Friends are important
for everyone, especially for teenagers to do anything.

It is obvious that exercise is more important than treatment.
[t makes you feel more relaxed. If you feel relaxed, you are less
likely to get worried about your schoolwork. For example, you
will be able to sleep well before tests and exams. Feeling relaxed
makes you happy. Then you will enjoy life more. Exercise also
helps people to stay at the right weight. Regular exercise burns
our calories, they are stored in our bodies as fat. If we get fat and
we continue to have an unbalanced diet, finally we become much
fatter. Besides, exercise helps to build strong muscles and bones.
If you have strong muscles, you will feel stronger and healthier.
For example, you never become tired easily. If you strengthen
strong bones when you are young, they are less likely to break.
Exercise can also prevent osteoporosis.

[ suggest running to everyone. It’s simple for us to do. We
should keep running about thirty minutes. It makes us feel more
energetic. Doctors said that running can also making our heart
and lungs work more efficiently. Running for twenty minutes
each day can reduce the risk of developing serious illnesses such
as heart disease and high blood pressure.

Another exercise I want to recommend is swimming. Swim-
ming is the best exercise to do. It makes our body become strong.
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However, swimming takes lots of energy. Although we feel tired
afterwards, we feel less stressed. If we feel less stressed, we are
less likely to get worried.

To conclude, it is obvious that the saying "Exercise is impor-
tant’ is really true. If we want to be a healthy person, we need
to do different types of exercises regularly.
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The Importance of Exercise

3E Lan Xin

A lot of young people neither have a balanced diet nor do
exercise regularly. It’s obvious that more and more teenagers are
overweight and get many health problems. Also, most of them
become weak and stressed.

To begin with, it’s common that teenagers exercise very little.
Some of them are so busy with study that they haven’t got much
time to do exercise. It makes much time and many vigors for
them to talk with friends on the telephone and go out for fun.
Most of the students indulge in computer games. It makes them
neither have enough vigors to study nor have any time to exercise.
Also, lots of teenagers are too lazy to exercise.

Doing exercise is extremely important. First, it makes you
feel more efficiently. Second, exercise is also important for the
development of strong muscles and bones. Last but not least, it’s
well-known that exercise can help to maintain the right weight
and make you slim all the time. Therefore, we should exercise
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for twenty minutes each day:.

If you want to feel like having fun and staying healthy, you
should try to play basketball because it’s an exciting and amusing
sport. It’s easy for everyone to play.

In addition, if you don’t want to be so toiling, you'd better
learn swimming. It is not so exciting but quite fun. You just see
it as playing, and you will benefit from the advantages.

To conclude, exercise has a lot of importance. If you want
to avoid being overweight, and getting serious diseases such as
high blood pressure and heart disease, and to grow up strong
and healthy, it is clear that we need to exercise more.
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Letter to the Editor
4C Chan Chun Yin

Dear Sir/Madam,

I'm writing to express my concern about many people com-
plaining about H.K. recently. At this moment, I cannot believe
that why they have a lot of complaints about their living society:.
In my viewpoint, there are lots of valuable things which make it
worth living in H.K.

Basically, local residents fulfil the minimum educational re-
quirement since our government provides 9-year subsidy educa-
tion for its citizens. The government restricts all children must
finish a school course from Primary 1 to Secondary 3. if they
do not go to school, their parents will be prosecuted. It’s good
for us to be able to find a job easily with our basic knowledge.
Besides, the policy provides a chance for some poverty-stricken
children to have their learning. Perhaps they may improve their
living condition in the future.
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It’s quite convenient to buy lots of stylish and creative goods
since H.K. is a shoppers’ paradise. There are many shopping
centres in tourist districts such as Mong Kok, Central and Tsim
Sha Tsui etc. In the shopping places, we can find many different
kinds of merchandises such as high-tech electronic products, tra-
ditional handicrafts and fashionable dresses etc. Most products
belong to well-known brands and their prices are very reasonable
and competitive. Besides, the shops’ crew are polite and patient
to explain the function of goods in detail. To assure the quality
of the goods, many shops have established a refundable policy
of the goods. If you purchase a commodity that has a defect,
you may have a right to have a repayment within 7 days from
the original shop. It’s advantageous for consumers to enjoy their
shopping rights since the government protects their interests.

Nowadays, it’s easy for us to travel to anywhere locally within
an hour as H.K. has a perfect public transport system. Two
major railway companies such as KCR and MTR have a complete
train network so we can enjoy their service covering half of H.K.
areas. If we need to go to Yuen Long from Causeway Bay, we
can choose the MTR to go to Kowloon and change to the West
Rail to go there. Besides, our government has already built a lot
of highways so we have 9 major strategic routes in H.K. All of
them connect the new satellite towns such as Tai Po, Tuen Mun
and Tsuen Wan with urban areas. Therefore, we can travel by
bus or other transport vehicles from Kowloon on H.K. Island to
the N.'T. in about an hour.

[ hope this letter can let all H.K. people understand that their
existing living condition is perfect and very comfortable. Finally,
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[ strongly request that they shouldn’t complain about the gov-
ernment since all of us have the responsibility to build up the
society for a better living environment of H.K.

Yours faithfully
B Chan
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Letter to the Editor
4C Chan Man Yee

Dear Sir/Madam,

[ am writing to express my concern about Hong Kong. Re-
cently there have been a lot of letters to the editor complaining
about Hong Kong. I want to say that Hong Kong has many
advantages. I love living in Hong Kong so much!

Firstly, people in Hong Kong possess many benefits, such as
the nine-year subsidy education system and Comprehensive So-
cial Security Assistance Scheme. Many areas’ children want to
study so much but they do not have this chance as their parents
have not enough money to provide them the chance to study.
In Hong Kong, I think I am very lucky that I can study for free
from Primary One to Secondary Three. Besides, many people in
the world have no foods to eat, no houses to live. However, we
rarely see this circumstance in Hong Kong. If people lose their
working ability, they can apply for the Comprehensive Social Se-
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curity Assistance Scheme. Then, they can get some money per
month. We would not die because of hunger. Therefore, this is
the first thing I love about living in Hong Kong.

Secondly, Hong Kong has a wide range of international cuisine.
For example, Japanese food, American food, French food, Italian
food, Indian food and so on. If I want to eat sushi, spaghetti
bolognese, French snail, croissant and curry rice, I do not need
to travel to different countries. I can eat these kinds of food in
Hong Kong. It is so convenient. This is the second thing I love
about living in Hong Kong.

Thirdly, Hong Kong is a shoppers’ paradise. It has many kinds
of things to sell. And then, many well-known brand shops open
their branches in Hong Kong. Many tourists come to Hong Kong
to buy clothes, gold jewellery, sports shoes, cosmetics, diamonds
and watches. It is because the prices are inexpensive and they
believe in Hong Kong’s good reputation. I can say that Hong
Kong can provide what people want to buy. This is the third
thing I love about living in Hong Kong.

[ hope this letter will encourage people to love Hong Kong more
than before and treasure what they have. I strongly request that
people do not continue to complain about Hong Kong. We need
to make Hong Kong better to be of one mind.

Yours faithfully
B Chan
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Letter to the Editor
4C Ho Tze Chun

Dear Sir/Madam,

I'm writing to express my concern about lots of letters com-
plaining about Hong Kong recently. I would like to talk about
three things I like most about living in Hong Kong.

First, Hong Kong is a world-renowned gourmet paradise. There
is various local and foreign cuisine, such as Thali, Italian, Japanese,
Korean and so on. Also, restaurants in Hong Kong are exotic, like
the sidewalk snack booth in Temple Street and Jumbo Floating
Restaurant in Aberdeen. They serve high-quality dishes. There-
fore, Hong Kong’s restaurants have won many global competi-
tions and earned awards.

Second, Hong Kong has a wide range of entertainment. They
are suitable for different people. For active people, they can go to
the Disneyland and Ocean Park to do some thrilling things, like
going on rides, watching parades, visiting aquariums and so on.

135



60. LETTER TO THE EDITOR 4C HO TZE CHUN 136

For quiet people or the elderly, they can go to Cultural Center and
History Museum to do something artistic, like watching operas,
visiting exhibition galleries and etc. Hong Kong’s entertainment
is suitable for both energetic or quiet people.

Third, Hong Kong is a fantastic shoppers’ heaven. There
are many kinds of stores, for example, clothes, jewellery, elec-
tronic equipment, handicrafts and whatever you can think of.
Also, there are some unique shopping attractions, like Tung Choi
Street, which is called 'Goldfish Street’. You can buy fish and
aquarium items there. Also, shopping in Hong Kong is good and
secure. Therefore, Hong Kong is a nice place for shopping.

Overall, I think living in Hong Kong is good fortune as it pro-
vides a delightful and comfortable place for me. Lastly, I strongly
think that we should try to improve Hong Kong and love it to-
gether.

Yours faithfully
B Chan
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The West Kowloon Project

6C Lam Hiu Wai

[t is commonly believed that the West Kowloon Project should
be used for building more recreational facilities and amenities.
They claimed that more facilities should be built in the interest
of the low to middle-income residents. However, I doubt whether
this statement is true. I think that the West Kowloon Project
should be used for the development of the high-end residential
and commercial buildings.

To start with, the high-end residential building can attract in-
vestors and enhance the economic development of Hong Kong.
It is obvious that supply of land is limited and the rent is ex-
pensive for the commercial buildings. Therefore, the government
should allocate more land to develop commercials buildings which
can maximize the income of Hong Kong. Moreover, constructing
more commercial buildings does not only attract local investors
but also foreign investors. Not only will the foreign investors
introduce capital to our economy but also introduce some man-
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agement skills. Also, more foreign professionals will be sent to
Hong Kong. The new operating methods and the professionals
can stimulate the economic development of Hong Kong.

Furthermore, the high-end residential buildings and commer-
cial buildings will also benefit the low to middle income people.
After the completion of the shopping malls, it will provide many
job opportunities. It is because most of the construction work will
not be finished until 2010. Therefore, the developers need many
construction workers during their construction periods. More-
over, it can provide more job opportunities in the long run. It is
because the operation of the shopping malls also demand sales-
men, security guards and receptionists. These jobs do not require
high education levels. As a result, more suitable jobs are provided
for the low to middle income people.

Some people may say that Hong Kong does not have enough
recreational facilities and amenities, and the low to middle in-
come people don’t have many chances to use the recreational
facilities. However, I think that even if the recreational facilities
and amenities were built in West Kowloon, they can’t meet the
needs of the poor. It is because most of the poor live in Tuen
Mun, Kwun Tong or the New Territories. Therefore, they are not
willing to pay for the expensive transportation cost in order to
go to West Kowloon. Therefore, West Kowloon should be used
for high-end residential and commercial land use, which can use
the area more effectively. Also, the government should build the
recreational facilities in different districts that can help the low
to middle income people more directly:.

To conclude, the West Kowloon should be used for high-end
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residential and commercial land use. It is because the economic
development and increasing job opportunities are not only ben-
eficial to the wealthy, but also help the low to middle income
people. Therefore, the West Kowloon should be used for high-
end residential and commercial land use.
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HK Education System in Decline?
6C Wong Shuk Man

For years and years, Hong Kong people are generally labeled
as 'well-educated’. Yet, many secondary school students have lost
their faith in the education system right now in Hong Kong due
to a rapid decline of the education standard. Many of them are
considering quitting and joining the work force. So what exactly
happened to the system? Here are some aspects.

As you know, the secondary education is largely based on
the English (England) Schooling System which is quite exam-
oriented. Students are asked to study at least 7 subjects at school,
and have to memorize everything in the books in order to perform
well in the exams. However, what students get is just textbook
knowledge, which are not practical enough to apply them in stu-
dents’ daily lives. At the same time, cramming for exams bring
students high pressure. Therefore, the spoon-fed education is
one of the reasons why students choose to find a job rather than
staying at school.
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On the other hand, most of the primary schools in Hong Kong
mainly use the mother-tongue for teaching. Once P.6 students
are promoted to an EMI school, they will usually find it hard
to follow the syllabus as textbooks are printed in English texts.
However, having good English is the basic requirement for stu-
dents to apply for a seat in universities and step into the real
world. This shows the inefficient ’bridging system’ between pri-
mary and secondary schools and the difficulties in training stu-
dents to be biliterate and trilingual - writing good Chinese and
English, speaking fluent Cantonese, Putonghua and English.

Moreover, students are assigned to different secondary schools
from band 1 to 3, according to their abilities and academic re-
sults. Those who are studying in band 3 schools generally give
people a bad impression, both in their behaviour and academic
results. Due to the insufficient university places, they will be the
first group of students to be eliminated. They will then choose
to continue their studies in schools like IVEs or join the Accred-
ited Sub-degree programmes. However, not many companies will
accept their qualifications. That’s why students quit school and
join the work force instead.

To improve the above conditions, the EMB should first dis-
cuss the problems brought by the spoon-fed education. Once the
spoon-fed education system is abolished and turned to a more
practical one, students’ ability to work in the real world would be
enhanced. Also, mother-tongue teaching should be more widely
implemented throughout the kindergartens, primary schools and
secondary schools as well. Besides, the EMB should help in-
crease the recognization of IVEs and the Accredited sub-degree
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programmes, so that students will have stronger passion to con-
tinue their studies and not turn to work.

Youngsters are so important to every country or place. If their
education level becomes lower and lower, Hong Kong’s compet-
itiveness will not be increased because of their admission to the
labour force. Therefore, the EMB should really consider the sug-
gestions mentioned above to improve the situation right now.
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Should more stringent laws be set up to tighten up
the law or media coverage?

7C Yiu Lau Yuen

Dear Editor,

Recently, the candid snapshot of Gillian Chung has not only
brought about the issue of privacy but also the freedom of the
press. Now, I am writing to express my views on whether or not
more stringent laws should be set up.

[ strongly disagree that more stringent laws will infringe on the
freedom of the press. As a matter of fact, I think more stringent
laws are needed to control paparazzi’s unethical behaviour and
also bring benefits to the whole society:.

First of all, as a female, I totally cannot tolerate the action
of the paparazzi taking candid snapshots of a female singer pho-
tographed in a changing room which was published in a magazine.
This action is very immoral and it is also an insult to the females.
Apart from this case, paparazzi always take candid snapshots of
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celebrities and publish them as a cover and content of their mag-
azines. You find it is not hard to see such obscene and indecent
words and photos on the cover and in the magazine. Are these
so-called freedom of press? Does freedom of press indulge pa-
parazzi and publisher to do unethical things to hurt our citizens?
Surely, it does not. So, why will enforcing more stringent laws in-
fringe on the freedom of the press? Besides such obscene photos
and content, there are also many things about celebrities that
are newsworthy such as their words, success stories and so on.
There are still room from editors and reporters to create their
magazines.

Secondly, enforcing more stringent laws on the freedom of the
press will even bring benefits to our society. It is not only pro-
tecting celebrities’ privacy but also all citizens’ privacy. Since the
action of taking and publishing candid or privacy photos are il-
legal, people will realize that it is illegal and immoral to do these
things and also our next generation will be educated with this
kind of mentality. Therefore, the awareness of protecting and
respecting privacy will be raised.

Last but not least, more stringent laws on the freedom of the
press can control paparazzi’s unethical behaviour so that profes-
sional image of reporters and editors will improve. Also, the lit
standard and news value of those magazines will be higher when
there are fewer obscene and indecent magazines in Hong Kong.
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To conclude, I strongly urge the government to tighten up the
law on media coverage. There is no doubt this would benefit our
society and would not infringe on the freedom of the press at the
same time. Thus, we should support enforcing more stringent
laws on media coverage.

Yours faithfully,
Niki Yiu
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