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2 Reflection on a Wednesday morn-
ing Johnson Lee

Reflection on a Wednesday morning
By Johnson Lee May 28, 2003 10:25 -10:30am Hong
Kong

Beginning to see the end

Wonder how many you can really call friends?
Who you can actually depend?

As your hair turns grey, along

With those trembling hands

What makes a life that’s full?
Recalling times wasted like a fool
As mind’s failing

Memories fading

Reflection in mirror sees

Only you

12



2. REFLECTION ON A WEDNESDAY MORNING

Scenery changes in once known places
Less and less familiar faces

Time and tide do not wait

“Get out of the way,

man!”

Death is sure

Salvation is secured

As final curtain’s drawing

As the last dawn approaching

Standing alone, judgment
Eternal destination—
Heaven.

JOHNSON LEE

13



3 My Funeral

Who cares if I'm thin?
Who cares if I'm fat?

I can’t feel the difference.
['m already dead!

14
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94 Language Proficiency Unnec-
essary Job Requirement
Anges Wu 7B

Nowadays, being able to speak fluent English and fluent Pu-
tonghua in Hong Kong is of no doubt a benefit in finding a job.
However, is it necessary to have good proficiency in the two lan-
guages? I guess not.

As a student representative, I'm very concerned with my fel-
low students’ feelings, worries and abilities. Hong Kong is an
international city with many people coming from different coun-
tries for various purposes such as businesses and excursions. It
is certainly an advantage to be able to communicate with those
who cannot speak Cantonese. Apparently, Putonghua is being
spoken by more and more people around the world and have an
equal importance in being a Lingua Franca as English. However,
[ will argue that it is unnecessary to have good proficiency in
these two languages in order to work in the society.

First, all individuals have their own weaknesses and strengths.
For instance, some people are good at languages while some are
good at computers. Consequently, they can look for the job
which is suitable fore themselves. For those who are talented
with computer skills, they can apply for jobs requiring them to
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deal with various software, connections, network problems, and
they do not at all have to communicate with people speaking
different languages. Therefore, students looking for different jobs
have to fulfil different standards of language requirement, and we
should not make it compulsory for everyone to have an English
and Putonghua proficiency test before they can be hired for any
job.

Second, just as I mentioned earlier, all individuals have their
strengths and weaknesses. It will be discouraging to the computer-
talented or music-talented students if they fail in the language
test and thus cannot get a job though they do not actually need
to even speak while working. Hong Kong has been facing enor-
mous economic problems, and our society cannot struggle along
if we lose and waste our resources and people by being ignorant
to their different talents. If we insist on bringing in the test,
the only result would be a sharp increase in unemployment rate
which may cause many social problems.

Third, with the different language standards required by dif-
ferent jobs, it is difficult to make a test which is suitable for
everyone in terms of difficulties and test content concerned. If we
set the test standard and content without considering its suit-
ability, it would not be significant to have such a test. Even if
the individuals pass in the test, they may still fail to fulfil their
job requirements. On the contrary, even though the test result
shows that the students fail to achieve a required English and
Putonhua Proficiency, the students may actually be suitable for
the jobs they applied for.

After the above reasons, I strongly disapprove of testing ev-
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eryone for their English and Putonghua proficiency before they
can be hired for a job. I also cannot see why we may want to
waste money to design such an inefficient and insignificant test.



95 Sheeplin Carmen Lee 2E

[t was a sunny but boring morning. I was bored, very bored...
There wasn’t anything for me to do on that beautiful sunny day.
All T could do was just sitting on the grass in an almost empty
park... I was waiting for something, maybe something special,
something exciting, something I didn’t really expect what would
happen.

Suddenly I heard a funny soft sound. It was like some kinds of
animal yelling in pain. The sound came from somewhere behind
me... I saw some movement in the bush. As I turned around to
search for where the strange noise came from, I felt a bit afraid...

[ stood up and moved slowly forward to the trembling bush.
Behind it, I saw a SHEEP! Well... a sheep-like animal would be
more suitable. It was as big as a dog. It had an extra horn grown
in the middle of its forehead. In closer look, it seemed that the
three horns were made of gold. It had a pair of rather small oval
eyes, two angel-like snowy wings on its back. It was covered with
long, thick, white fur, as white as mid-snow. At the tip of its
thin tail, there is some little sparkling fire. And to my surprise,
there was blood on its leg...

I moved gently towards the sheep-looking animal. I could see
fear and pain in its beautiful eyes. I touched it tenderly and
carefully carried it out of the bush. I knew that it started to
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trust me for some reasons. There wasn’'t any more fear in its
eyes but there was still pain.

[ brought the animal home and started to clean its wound.
While I was looking for the bandage... “It’s behind your leg,”
said someone in a soft voice. As I turned around, there wasn'’t
anyone but the sheep. “Do you speak to me?” I asked stupidly.
The sheep knodded. “Have you got a name?” I said excitedly.
“My name is Sheeplin.” I nearly jumped to the ceiling with joy.

Soon Sheeplin and I became good friends. He told me about
his family and his home. He told me that he lived in the moon,
and how he accidentally fell on the earth (He said an ugly, enor-
mous, speedy noisy bird bumped him, I think it’s an aeroplane).
Sheeplin could do a lot of things. He could fly, he could blow fire
from his mouth and he could even sing and read. We had fun
together. We had a wonderful time...

On a clear night, Sheeplin sat by the window and looked at the
silver moon, “I miss my family!” Sheeplin said quietly. I suddenly
cried even if I didn’t know why... Sheeplin saw the tears in my
eyes, and he reassured that he wouldn’t go home. That night,
[ couldn’t possibly sleep... I knew I was selfish if I did not let
Sheeplin go.

The next day, “Sheeplin, you may go home if you like, but
promise to visit me as often as you can,” I tried to say this
calmly but I couldn’t. My voice started to tremble... I hugged
Sheeplin. “I'm going to miss you.” Tears were running down on
my cheeks. “Me, too,” said Sheeplin. He was sobbing, too! That
night, Sheeplin left my house He left the Earth, and flew back to
his own home — the moon...



96 Soccer Betting legalization in
Hong Kong Cheung Man Ting 5C

Dear Editor,

[ am writing in response to an article concerning soccer betting
legalisation in Hong Kong. Soccer betting is a kind of gambling.
Gambling has been denounced as an evil, since a lot of crimes
and tragedies are associated with it. The recent chaos in Macau
is a good example of this. On the other hand, betting taxes are
one of the chief sources of revenue for many countries. Gambling
may serve as an accelerator for the recovering of the depressed
economy in Hong Kong. Therefore, the government has decided
to legalise soccer betting. In other words, Hong Kong people
will be able to gamble legally on soccer matches starting next
summer. This has become a controversial issue.

First of all, some people contend that soccer betting legalisa-
tion can increase government revenue to recover fiscal deficit by
imposing betting taxes. But recently, other countries have done
surveys, showing that one dollar betting tax causes three dollars
of expenditure to solve social problems. Therefore, soccer bet-
ting legalisation is not a good method to increase government
revenue.

Furthermore, local critics argue that Hong Kong is a coun-
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try of freedom, so people should be free for betting. Gambling
is an enjoyable, recreational activity. However, gambling does
more harm than good. Since gambling is a high risk game, when
gamblers lose their money, they will lose their self-control and
by all means borrow money for gambling. Then they will run
into debt and that will cause financial crisis. In addition, de-
voting a great deal of time and money to gambling will cause
insomnia, decrease your efficiency and disrupt personal, family
and vocational pursuits. This is a vicious cycle. Moreover, op-
posing soccer betting is not taking away people’s freedom. I also
think that the government have given enough ways for people to
bet, such as horse-racing and the Mark Six lottery.

Besides, people say soccer betting legalisation can combat ram-
pant illegal bookmaking, but I don’t think so. The Hong Kong
Jockey Club has 30 years of history. It is sure that legal gam-
bling will attract more gamblers to bet and also encourage illegal
bookmaking. Recent surveys have shown that soccer betting
legalisation will attract teenagers, who have no income, to bet.
Therefore, soccer betting legalisation can’t curb illegal soccer bet-
ting. It will just turn more people become gamblers.

As a conclusion, soccer betting legalisation cannot increase
government revenue or combat illegal bookmaking. People being
able to gamble legally on soccer matches will just bring about a
lot of social problems.

Yours faithfully,
K K Leung



97 Writing an Itinerary

Cheung Sai Yin 2D

Dear Mr. Chan,

Welcome to Hong Kong. Below is your one-day itinerary that
[ suggest. I hope you will like it and that will help you know
more about Hong Kong.

In the morning, you will go to the Peak. It is because this
place is very famous and you are eager to focus on shopping. At
the Peak, there are some exhibition halls and breathtaking views.
You can take photographs when you walk around the Peak. You
can also visit the wok-shaped Peak Tower and go shopping there.
There are lots of souvenirs.

The best way to get to the Peak is to take the Peak Tram.
First, take the MTR. Get off at Central and take the Star Ferry
exit. Then take the No. 15C bus from the Star Ferry Pier. Get
off at the Lower Peak Tram Station. From there, the Peak Tram
will take you up to the Peak in just eight minutes. If you want
to enjoy breathtaking views of the harbour, sit at the front of the
tram on the right-hand side.

After lunch, I suggest you go to Ocean Park. It is because you
like sea animals and this place can satisfy your needs. In Ocean
Park, you can see sea animals and also feed or touch them. There
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are many exciting rides like Roller Coaster and Pirate Boat. You
must try them all. If you have time, you can go to the Ocean
Theatre.

The best way to get to Ocean Park is to take the Citybus.
First, take the MTR. Get off at Admiralty and take the Lippo
Centre exit. Then take the No. 629 Citybus. Finally, get off the
bus at the Ocean Park bus stop.

At night, this is the last session of your one-day itinerary. I
think you should go to the Hong Kong Space Museum. It is
because you will see a lot of things about space and it will suit
you. The Hong Kong Space Museum is one of the largest space
museums in the world, and it is particularly popular with tourists.
If you go there, you will be able to see two exhibition halls. The
exhibits are fascinating and you can even touch and talk to them.
The museum is also well known for its amazing sky shows and
Omnimax shows. They are always splendid.

When you go to the Hong Kong Space Museum, take the MTR.
Get off at Tsim Sha Tsui and take the Star Ferry exit. Then follow
the signs. It’s a five-minute walk from the MTR station.

Finally, I have one thing to remind you. When you come
out of the Hong Kong Space Museum, you can take the MTR
back to your hotel in Causeway Bay. I hope you enjoy your stay
in Hong Kong! Please contact me if you have any problems. Bye!

Michael Cheung



98 Taking courses in tutorial cen-
tres Florence Cheung 4C

Nowadays, many students go to the tutorial centres and seek
for the shortcuts to help themselves to get higher grades or marks
in their exams. It seems that going to the tutorial centres is a big
trend. Some students said that joining additional tutorial classes
is helpful and it can help to improve their results in the exams,
but some said it doesn’t help.

Firstly, going to tutorial centres can help students to get “well-
designed” notes from the tutors which are concise and can help
students achieve high grades in public exams, like the HKCEE
and A-level exam. Secondly, the tutorial centres have the most
up-to-date information for students to prepare for the exams.
Moreover, it is good for students to take additional courses in
the tutorial centres and upgrade their knowledge.

On the other hand, the tutorial centres are a bit expensive for
poor students to got to. As some of the poor families can not
afford to pay for the tuition fees. Also, getting ‘super-notes’ from
the tutors can be hindrance for students to learn by themselves
or have their own individual thinking. Furthermore, some of the
tutors of the small tutorial centres may not be qualified. As a
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result, they are unable to provide good teaching methods. In
addition, most of the tuition classes usually have 40 students per
class. Therefore, it is difficult for students to concentrate in the
class and it is difficult for tutors to take care of every students.

Hence, tutorial centres doesn’t help students absorb knowledge
effectively. Also, most students who join the tuition classes are
influenced by their friends or the tutor’s reputation. In fact, they
don’t learn anything from the tutors. It’s just a waste of time
and money!

In conclusion, joining the tutorial classes is not the only way to
help students to get up-to-date information and get higher grades
in the exams. I think that students can also get some ‘super-
notes’ from their school teachers. Hence, students should think
twice before deciding on tutorial classes. Also, students can base
on their needs and consider whether joining the tutorial classes
or not.



99 Creative Story : using idioms

Man Li 4A

Once upon a time, there was a family which lived three broth-
ers, Jammy, Ango and Drogen. Even though they were brothers,
they were as different as chalk and cheese. Jammy worked as
busy as a bee; Ango was as quiet as a mouse; and Drogen was as
sharp as a needle. All three of them were eager to get married.

One day, the King told the citizens that if someone caught the
sorcerer, he would give away his beloved daughter. Therefore,
the three brothers went to the forest to find the sorcerer. The
sorcerer was a man as cunning as a fox and as mad as a hatter.
Suddenly, he caught Jammy and Ango stealthily following him
so the sorcerer cast a spell on them. They became mummies that
looked as scary as a ghost.

Drogen didn’t hear from his brothers. Therefore, he went to
the forest. The sorcerer saw Drogen walking by his house. He
felt love at first sight as he mistook Drogen as a girl. He caught
her and asked her to marry him. Drogen pretended and replied
“Yes” Meanwhile, he saved his two brothers and they all escaped
as quick as lightning.

There was only a piece of paper left for the sorcerer written
‘I'm a man!’
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100 Postcard (a trip about Japan)

Kitty Yau 1D

Dear Christy,

How are you? My friends and I are on holiday in Japan. It is
really a beautiful country. We are in the Tokyo Disneyland now.
Oh, I nearly forget to tell you. I'm having a trip with Macy and
Lucy. They are two cute girls. I will be very happy when I am
staying with them. We are all very afraid about going on rides.
So, we just watch some shows and parades.

Let’s talk about yesterday, we went to an expensive Japanese
restaurant, Hello Kitty Land and Snoopy Town. In that Japanese
restaurant, we had a lot of delicious food like sushi, udon and tem-
pura but it was so expensive. In Hello Kitty Land, we watched
the Hello Kitty shows and went shopping in the souvenir shop. It
was a pity that I could not take photos with Hello Kitty because
[ lost my camera in the hotel. We also visited Snoopy Town. I
bought many souvenirs for my mum, she loves Snoopy.

Tomorrow, we will stay for about two to four hours in the hotel.
The guide in the hotel said that the hotel has a big cinema, a
swimming pool and a sauner bath room. I like them. In the
afternoon, we will have lunch and then go to Ginza shopping.
Do you want me to buy you some presents? OK, may be! Of
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course [ will buy a souvenir for my family members first!
See you soon!

From,
Kitty



101 Our New School Uniform

Ko Sin Ling 2E

Girls’ Summer Uniform

I have designed a cool summer uniform for girls. The uniform
consists of a shirt, a ribbon and a skirt. The shirt is white. It’s
very comfortable because it’s made of cotton. The coloUr of the
vertical striped skirt is light blue. It’s comfortable because it’s
also made of cotton. It is cool in hot weather. To go with this
uniform is blue, striped cotton tie. A special feature of the skirt
is that it has a big pocket. You can put many things in it.

Boys’ Summer Uniform

[ have designed a cool summer uniform for boys. The uniform
consists of a shirt, a tie, a pair of trousers and a belt. The plain
shirt is white. It is made of cotton so it’s very comfortable. The
plain trousers are brown. They're very trendy. They are made
of denim. To go with this uniform is blue, striped cotton tie and
a black, plain special feature of the trousers is the zip. If you feel
hot, the trousers can be changed to short pants.
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School Bag

[ have designed a school bag. The bag is blue, white and green.
It is patterned. It’s made of Gore Tex. A special feature of the
bag is it is waterproof. If it is rains, the books will never get wet.
It also has many pockets and it has wheels.

Girls” Winter Uniform

[ have designed a warm winter uniform for girls. The uniform
consists of a dress, a shirt and a tie. The shirt is white. It is made
of wool, so it is very warm and comfortable. The plain dress is
dark blue. It’s made of wool. It’'s warm and comfortable, too.
To go with this uniform is a purple striped cotton ribbon. The
winter uniform has two special features. First, the dress has two
big pockets so you can put your hands in it when you feel cold.
Second, the sleeves of the shirt have Velcro. You can make the
sleeves tight or baggy easily.

School Jacket

[ have a warm jacket for boys and girls. The plain, orange
Gore Tex jacket is very comfortable and stylish. It’s very warm
too. The jacket has two special features. First, it has two big
pockets. If you feel cold, you can put your hands in it. Second,
it is waterproof too.
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Boys” Winter Uniform

I have designed a warm uniform for boys. The uniform con-
sists of a shirt, a pair of trousers, a tie and a belt. The white,
plain, wool shirt is comfortable and warm. The brown plain wool
trousers are comfortable and warm, too. To go with this uniform
is a blue, plain cotton tie. It won’t go out of fashion quickly. The
black, plain, leather belt is very trendy. The winter uniform has
two special features. First the trousers have two pockets. If you
feel cold, you can put your hands in it. Second, the sleeves of
the shirt have Velcro. You can make the sleeves tight or baggy
easily.



102 The Restaurant Critique - Ka
Lok Restaurant Mandy 3E

This small restaurant is on Boundary Street, Prince Edward.
[t has bright lights and is clean. I felt comfortable when I went
there. It has a big wooden table in the middle and many small
wooden tables around it. The restaurant is very bright and clean.
The tableware seems new.

All the waiters and waitresses are very friendly and smart.
They wear a snowy white apron around their waists. They all
have a smile and are very helpful. They can memorize quickly
what we want to eat.

Ka Lok Restaurant has many kinds of food. They are all of
excellent quality. The beefsteak is very tasty and the spaghetti is
very delicious. The soup is savoury that no one can resist it. The
desserts are so beautiful and attractive. It has many vegetarian
entrees for the vegetarians. It’s fit for my mother. The food is
very good and the prices are not too expensive.

Ka Lok Restaurant is a lovely little restaurant. I would recom-
mend it to anyone who would like a relaxing lunch for reasonable
prices.

Rating: ***
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103 The benefits gained from soc-
cer betting Lam Man Yip Timmy 6B

Soccer betting activity has already been present for several
years in other countries. Such activity is legal and regulated by
the government there. If Hong Kong people would like to bet on
soccer games, they can either bet on soccer through the gambling
companies outside Hong Kong, such as Macau, or bet privately
among a group of people although these are illegal. Since the de-
mand of soccer betting is increasing and the Hong Kong govern-
ment wants to change the outflow of the money into the income of
the government, they plan to authorize the soccer betting activ-
ity in Hong Kong. I suppose the authorization of soccer betting
is taking an important part in developing the local economy, es-
pecially as Hong Kong is facing a problem of possessing a huge
financial deficit. Also, the authorization can tackle some other
problems. Therefore, I think soccer betting can give benefits to
Hong Kong.

Firstly, if the policy of soccer betting is being authorized, I
think this can surely combat the underground, illegal soccer gam-
bling activities. Because of the control of the government, the ser-
vices must be more reliable than the illegal one. Moreover, the
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odds provided by the illegal ways is not especially high. Thus, if
a legal way is given, I think the public will choose the legal one.
This is one of the aims of the government of providing a legal,
credential means for soccer betting.

Secondly, such local illegal gambling activities are usually con-
trolled by triads. Therefore, in other words, authorization of
soccer betting is intended as a means of tackling an established
social problem. Illegal soccer gambling is invariably associated
with other illegal activities, such as loan sharking and debt col-
lection. It is one of the major sources of funding for organized
and serious criminal activities done by the triads. Authoriza-
tion of soccer betting can reduce such activities and hence give a
stability for the society.

Thirdly, the Hong Kong government has an advice of issuing
only one operation licence to the Hong Kong Jockey Club. That
means the Hong Kong Jockey Club acts as a bank. I think it is
a benefit to the society. “The Hong Kong Jockey Club Chari-
ties Trust” is a foundation of charity. Other than the tax from
horseracing, it can obtain much more money from the soccer bet-
ting activity. So, more charities can provide for the public, such
as Jockey Club Clinics, schools and elderly homes. This is a
benefit to the society.

Finally, the authorization of soccer gambling can provide good
revenue to the Treasury. Though getting gambling tax, a huge
amount of money can be provided to the government. This can
relax the pressure of financial deficit. Thus, more money can be
appropriate for other uses such as education, medical care, and
social services. This is also a benefit to the society as well.
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[ strongly support the authorization of soccer betting in Hong
Kong. Some people think that this has a harm to the society
rather than benefit. One of the reasons they give is that this pol-
icy will increase the number of pathological gamblers. If follows
that those gamblers will commit illegal crimes and thus destroy
the harmony and stability of the society. In fact, according to
the government’s planning, they will give a fund to provide a
service to help those gamblers and public education. Before this,
a similar service has been present and it was seemed effective.
Moreover, the problems occurred due to those gamblers were
quite seldom before. So, I don’t think this is a big problem.

To recapitulate, there are many good reasons for supporting
the authorization of soccer betting. People should not only worry
about what problems are going to happening. We should believer
our Hong Kong government can regulate the soccer betting ac-
tivity, and have enough power to reduce the occurrence of the
problems that the opponents are worry about. Thus the soccer
betting should be legalized.



104 Diary Leo Lam 1D

22nd March
Sunny
Dear Diary,

Today I went to Ocean Park with my best friends, Andrew
and Leo Ng.

At first, we went to the pandas’ place. Pandas are the famous
animals in Ocean Park. The pandas are called An An and Jia Jia.
Someone think they are cute, but we disagree because we think
they are dirty, fat and lazy. While we were visiting the pandas’
place, many people were taking photos with them. The pandas
didn’t do anything except eating. Oh! They are extremely lazy!

When we left the pandas, we were getting hungry. So we had
lunch in “KFC”. The food was delicious, but I spent thirty-two
dollars. I think it is expensive! After lunch we went to ride
on the roller-coaster. Leo Ng and I felt excited, but Andrew
felt frightened. Then we went to buy some souvenirs. After
looking for fifteen minutes, we didn’t buy anything because all
of them were expensive. Just like a pen, it costs one hundred
dollars! Finally we went to watch a show. The trainers ordered
the dolphins and sea lions to do some tricks. They could balance
the ball with their flippers, it is so funny!
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Today, we all had a wonderful time. I think we will go to
Ocean Park again in the coming summer holidays.
Leo Lam



105 United Christian College (UCC)

Mani 4A

United Christian College (UCC) is a Christian school which
is situated in Tong Yam Street, in the major school region in
Shek Kip Mei. United Christian College provides a number of al-
lowances and full-time learning environment. It is set up by OMS
International, the Free Methodist Church and Schools of Christ
Foundation in 1974 (but the school was repainted recently). Now,
the school has a green and purple look. I makes more colourful
than before. They also provide 29 classes for the F1 to F7 stu-
dents.

There are many special rooms all well-equipped with mod-
ern facilities such as each classroom has a modern projector and
listening facilities. The computer room has many modern com-
puter, where students can get access to the Internet to find the
information and enjoy the online activities. All classrooms and
the hall have the air-conditioners. It gives a comfortable and
a convenient-learning environment for the students. The play-
ground and the garden are excellent for relaxing yourself. The
library provides a lot of interesting story books, reference books
---etc. It also provides a quiet environment to the students who
want to do self-study.

The college provides many clubs for students including phys-
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ical education such as basketball team, music such as choir and
instrument, art---etc. to explore their strengths and interests.
The College will hold sports competition and the inter-class mu-
sic competition each year, it gives a chance for the classes to
compete against each other and enhance a sense of unity within
the class.

Also, the students are encouraged to attend the Bible classes,
youth fellowship meetings, and the worship services of the church
so that they may grow in knowledge and faith in God. The teach-
ers in the UCC are highly educated with experience and they are
patient to teach. They are friendly, therefore the students love to
be close with them. To capture the glamour of the ‘Food Par-
adise’, there is our snake shop. There are many fast foods such as
sandwiches, chicken wings, noodles, beef, chicken glutinous rice
--+etc. They will make you mouthwatering.

UCC has so many merits. It can be described as ‘an optimal
organization of labour group’. UCC is the best!



106 Postcard Sally Lung 1B

10th March, 2003
Mr. Fung
Room 3, 30/F, Block B,
Smithfield Terrace,
75 Smithfield Road.,
Kennedy Town,
Hong Kong,
China
Dear Fung,

How are you? It’s a pity that you couldn’t come with us. We
are all missing you. We are having a wonderful time in Australia.
There are lots of things to do. I am very relaxed here. It is a
great country and I love here very much.

[ am writing this postcard in the hotel garden. This is a won-
derful place and it is very quiet. At the moment, Bonnie is
swimming in the pool. She is having a great time.

This morning, we went the zoo called “Ba Ba”. It is a beautiful
place and it’s very famous in Australia. I saw some endangered
birds in the forests, some tropical fish in the sea and some kan-
garoos in the fields. I was glad that I went to “Ba Ba” today. I
felt great. I took many photos of the birds, kangaroos and other
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animals. However, Bonnie felt very bored because she doesn’t
like animals.

Yesterday, I went to shopping with Bonnie. We went to a mall
and some souvenir shops. The mall is very big and it has seven-
teen floors! Since there were so many different shops, six hours
were spent on window shopping only. At last, I bought some
clothes and Bonnie bought a Michael Jackson’s CD. It was so ex-
pensive that it cost three hundred and twenty dollars. However,
Bonnie is Michael’s super fans. Finished shopping, we watched
a film called “Titanic” in a cinema. I think this film was very
touching but Bonnie felt that it was boring.

Tomorrow, we will visit “Excited” and a computer games cen-
tre. “Excited” is a famous rides playground. There are many
exciting rides, for example, the Abyss Turbo Drop, The Dragon,
Crazy Galleon, Flying Swing, The Eagle and Ferris Wheel. Wow!
[ am looking forward to visiting this place very much because I
like going on all the rides. At last, I am looking forward to seeing
you soon.

Bye for now.

Love,

Sally



107 Dead Poets Society

Sung Shuk Wa 6C

1) Theme:

The film is a wonderfully acted and beautifully told story of the
quest to maintain our individual identity and follow our dreams.
[t is about an idealistic teacher who stirs up the conformed waters
of a 1959 preparation school, inspiring his students to “Suck the
marrow out of life”

In the story, a group of young boys study in a very traditional
school. This school emphasized “Tradition, Honour, Discipline
and Excellence” The students who study in this school face
pressure because their parents want them to become a scientist or
a doctor. The boys greet each other at the start of the new school
year including John Keating, Neil Perry, Todd Anderson, Knox,
Charlie Dalton, Pitts and Meeks. John Keating is a teacher
who teaches this group of students, however, he does not adopt
a conventional way of teaching because he wants his students
to see the world in a new and exciting way, to really think for
themselves. In the story, he emphasized the words “Carpe Diem”
which means, “Seize the Day”, or do not waste your time and live
extraordinarily. His unconventional way of teaching makes great
changes to his students including Neil Perry and Todd Anderson.
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These are several examples of John Keating’s unconventional
teaching such as firstly, he asks his students to rip pages from their
poetry book and tell them not to follow the professors’ opinion.
John Keating wants his students to have their own individual
thinking. Secondly, he asks his students to stand on the desk
and tell them to learn to see everything in a different view, or
from different perspectives. Then, John Keating asks them to
walk around in a circle in the playground like marching, he told
his students “Find your own way of thinking.” It is because he
wants them to have their independent thinking through different
types of styles of walking. Besides these, he also asks students to
write their own poems to show their ability. Because of all these
unconventional ways of thinking, his students plan to set up the
Dead Poets society. This gives great changes to Neil Perry and
Todd Anderson. Neil Perry who is a student, likes acting very
much, however, he must obey his father. Although he has a good
performance in his show, nevertheless, his father does not allow
him to become an actor and forced him to study hard because he
needs to go to Harvard and become a doctor. At the end of the
story, he chooses to kill himself with a gun. Hence, his father is
very angry and said that it must be John Keating who kills his
son indirectly and the headmaster needs to fire him because he
encourages students to set up the Dead Poets Society.

Another person called Todd Anderson used to be shy and
would seldom speak. At the end of the story, although the head-
master scolds him, he is the first person who stands up and says
the phrase “O, Captain! My Captain!” He becomes brave with
the influence from John Keating and makes some of the other
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students stand up on the desk and say the phrase, too. They
show their respect and unwillingness for John Keating’s leaving.

2) General Critique of movie:

I think the tempo of the movie is moderate and I think that the
film scored 90 marks. It is a very touching story. I like the role
of Neil Perry the most. In the movie, he usually needs to obey
his father and everytime he only says “Yes, sir”” To his father,
he has no chance to say “No”. He plays out the part of dutiful
son and acting for his father. When the scene shows him com-
mitting suicide with a gun, I feel very touched and want to cry. I
think his experience is very pathetic. His act of this part makes
the film have a climax. The actors who did Todd Anderson and
John Keating also acted very well. At the end of the story, Todd
Anderson says the phrase of “O, Captain! My Captain!” which
impresses me very much. For overall conclusion, the actors and
actresses act marvellously; they can all show the expression for
the requirement of the character. It is a remarkable movie.

3) Feelings/comments:

After T have watched this movie, I have a lot of thinking in
my mind. I like the character of Neil Perry, but I do not agree
with his choice. It is because he chose to end his life, this makes
everyone who knows him to become upset, and even bring

trouble to his teacher, John Keating. I think that death cannot
solve the problems even in reality, but bring more problems to
the survivals at the same time. This makes me think we should
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try to communicate with our parents to prevent the tragedy like
Neil Perry in reality.

The character of Todd Anderson impresses me. He is a very
shy boy, originally. At the end of the story, he has great struggles.
He thinks of whether or not to stand up. He knows that John
Keating is innocent of killing Neil Perry, he respects his teacher
and finally stands up to stay “O, Captain! My Captain.” to John
Keating. This show John Keating has developed a wonderful
relationship with his students and gains their respect.

In reality, teachers will not adopt an unconventional way of
teaching like John Keating did, but I quite appreciate these teach-
ing methods. It is because it actually can develop our own inde-
pendent thinking, not like the way we just memorize all sorts of
things and aim at taking examinations. I like the phrase “Carpe
diem” very much. It tells us not to waste time and live extraordi-
narily. This makes me realize that I have many things need to do
and I should try to do all the things willingly. This can remain
a good memory in our life and we will not become remorseful in
the future.

Finally, I liked the movie very much. I encourage my friends
to watch it, too. It is a remarkable film for students to watch
and learn how to see the world in a new and exciting way and to
really think for ourselves.



108 Littering and Vandalism: Teen-
age Offences Thelema Rigodon 7B

Hong Kong has seen its worst case of littering and vandalism
around the Cultural Centre at Christmas 2002. Many blamed
they young people for their lack of self-control and their inconsid-
erate and reckless behaviour. Among other areas, such as smok-
ing, illegal drug use, and existence of dangerous youth gangs,
littering and vandalism are problems frequently associated with
teens that must be seriously dealt with.

Littering, comparable to vandalism, as not as grave a problem
relative to other teenage problem areas. Undoubtedly, every hu-
man being in the world has his/her irresistible tendencies to drop
a tiny, almost unnoticeable candy wrapper or two while strolling
casually on the street. Littering, usually done in secret, is almost
human nature, and therefore, problems arising that are related to
littering should not be assumed to be associated with youngsters.
Perhaps, the Government was correct to put the blame on young
people who trashed and sprayed their way around the Cultural
Centre with colours at last year’s Christmas: Teenagers could get
out of control and become reckless but so can “mature” adults.
Thus, it is only right for the government to address the $600 fine
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to Hong Kongers of all ages who litter irresponsibly. The pub-
licity of the fine for littering is enough to educate youngsters in
this problem area.

Compared to littering, vandalism can be more reasonably as-
sociated with teenagers. It is common knowledge that the period
before childhood and adulthood is tough during which adoles-
cents tend to be more adventurous. And in search of such wild
activities, enjoyment might be found in vandalism. Although I've
seen graffiti vandalize walls around Shatin, vandalism is not so
much serious a problem as the other problems mentioned earlier.
While a typical adventurous teenager might find adventure in
taking active participation in sporting events, a gangster more
presumably commits vandalism as a demonstration of bravery
and rebelliousness. However, undeniably, graffiti I've noticed in
Shatin are quite impressively artistic. While it might be wrong to
totally accuse gangs of the vandalism I've seen mar walls, those
who have beautifully vandalized may be untapped artists. Thus,
walls especially for graffiti should be provided for potential artists
who want to express their creativity. Gang problems should be
dealt with separately.

Smoking, illegal drug use and gangs, all in some ways related,
are the most serious of all problems associated with youngsters.
Banners and posters have been put up during campaigns against
smoking and illegal drug use, commercials discouraging smoking
have appeared repeatedly on the screens on our TV sets, and
social workers and schools have been alarmed with read alert,
yet as if all in vain, these problem areas still exist. Perhaps, it
is but a fancy reverie of the society to eradicate these teenage
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problems, or perhaps, the attention on teenagers is out of focus.
Healthy upbringing is the key. Therefore, encouraging good com-
munication and relationship between teenagers and their parents
should be done within a community. Community centres could
hold activities to nurture and strengthen this parent-child bond.

Teenagers may become reckless every now and then, revealed
in their acts of littering, vandalism, smoking and illegal drug use
and in their involvement with gangs. No one but the society can
help them, so each individual in Hong Kong should reach out a
helping hand instead of looking for a scapegoat to pin mistakes
on before teenage problem areas become any worse.



109 Subsidising education

Yiu Wing Yan TA

Dear Editor,

I'm writing to give my opinions whether it is the right for
society to subsidize the education of people who will earn much
more after education. In my point of view the society has the
right to subsidize people for their education.

Let’s think about this, fees for tertiary education are already
high, yet the true cost is approximately a few hundred thousand
dollars. If the society does not give any subsidy to people, maybe
less people can get the place for education. We only pay a fraction
of the true cost, that is, forty thousand something, but we can
see that many families still cannot afford this cost. If they do not
have subsidy, that means, only rich people can have the tertiary
education. This will lead to the problem of discrimination. As
a result, after people graduate, rich people can work in higher
positions while poor people work in lower positions. That is, rich
people become more rich, poor people become more poor.

However, most citizens may think that it is unfair for those
poor people, or middle-aged people who have no child or family
and also the people who have never had the tertiary education.
Then, many questions like “Why should poor people pay taxes
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77 “Why should we give money to those people whom we don’t
know?” and “I haven’t studied tertiary education before, and I
do not have any chances to study in the future, so why should
[ give them opportunities?” are raised. I do not think that it
is unfair. In Hong Kong, not everyone should pay taxes. That
means, people who are very poor do not need to subsidize people.
[f they have children, they can get the benefit of subsidization.
S0, it is not unfair to poor people. But people may said that it
is unfair for poor people and rich people to have equal subsidy.
For this, I should mention that the taxes citizens pay is according
to how much they earn. So, rich people should pay more taxes
while poor people pay less.

As we all know, education is important in Hong Kong. If
the society, subsidizes people for their education, it can help to
develop and improve the society. Besides, it also raises the edu-
cation level. The city will become more civilized. Furthermore,
Hong Kong is an international city. So we need a large number of
skilled labours in order to compete with other cities, as a result
to increase Hong Kong’s economy:.

Apart from these, for the people who have not studied tertiary
education still had 9 years free education during Primary School
to F.3. So, they had already got the benefits of subsidized edu-
cation. Therefore, it is fair to subsidize the education of the next
generation.

According to the above points, I think we have the right to
subsidize the education of people who will earn much more.

Yours sincerely,

C. Wong.



110 The Hong Kong Police Force

Tong Ho Yin 5A

In Hong Kong, Police haven’t got a clear public image. Now,
the Hong Kong Police Force want to improve it’s public image, I
got some ideas here.

First, I think they should get a group of people from every
part of the police force to think about and do some activities to
improve their public image. I think activities in school is the most
important. They should go to all the schools in Hong Kong to
do some activities. They should have different types of activities
at primary and secondary school. In primary school, they should
let the students know what the Police Force is and what they do
to protect Hong Kong. These activities should have some games
and questions, not just talking. In secondary school, they should
let students know how the Police Force work, for example, how
many parts does Police Force have and what they are for. They
can also talk about how to become a member of the Police Force
to some F.4 and F.5 students.

Second, they should do some public activities like TV shows
and some shows in estate or some housing projects, area, districts,
to let Hong Kong People know more about Police work .And they
should have some mascot or slogan to make a clearer public image
in Hong Kong. They can also make some posters to put in some
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public places like MTR stations and KCR stations.

Third, they should make some video about the police. Or they
can help some film company to make a film about Hong Kong
Police. They should get a TV program to show activities or some
special things in the Police Force. The slogan and mascot should
also appear in the program.

These are my points. To improve public image, schools and
media are very important part. And they should do more activ-
ities. I have they will succeed if they do what I said.



111 If Animals Could Talk wing 3E

Hi! I'm a penguin. I live in Antarctica. When people see me,
they always say that I'm fat and cute. That is true because I
really am fat. And they say I look just like a stupid boy when
['m walking. However, when I stand properly, I seem like I am an
elegant gentleman. My body is streamlined and my coat consists
of black and white colored plumage.

However, we are now facing a serious problem. There are
only eighteen different varieties of penguin still alive! We are
endangered animals!

We are weak. In Antarctica, many of us are killed because
of the bad weather, especially when the freezing storms come.
Besides shearwater seals are also our enemies, as we are their
prey. However, the major cause is mankind! They always catch
and kill us to get our skins, flesh and eggs. as it can make them
get a lot of money!

I think we are so poor because we don’t have resistance for
storms and animal attacks. Many of the penguin eggs will be
pounded by them. We can’t do anything about this. And
mankind is so brutal and selfish. They just want to get money.
Do they think of our situation? We see our buddies killed one by
one. We are angry and afraid! Who can help us? Where is God?
Why do we need to killed by them? Why?
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People can’t help with the bad weather or the animals’ at-
tack. However, stop catching and killing us IS within their ability.
Please stop it, mankind, before all of you need to repent.



112 Canto-pop star Nicholas Tse
Ting-fung Wong Hiu Tung 5A

Dear Editor,

Nicholas Tse Ting-fung, a canto-pop star, was convicted of
switching drivers after crashing his Ferrari. After being put be-
hind bars for a fortnight, he was ordered to perform 240 hours of
community service. The sentence was greeted with cheers from
his fans, but some people thought that the sentence was too light.
For my part, I completely agree with the latter.

In the first place, it is not fair. Shing Kwok-ting, who at-
tempted to take the blame for the accident Nicholas Tse had
caused, pleaded guilty and agreed to give evidence for the prose-
cution, was given four months in jail. Police constable Lau Chi-
wai, also convicted of conspiracy, was sentenced to six months’
imprisonment.

But Nicholas Tse was ordered to perform only 240 hours of
community service. It is not fair. Whoever violates the law
should undoubtedly be punished. Was Tse ordered to perform
240 hours of community service because he is a famous person?

Secondly, Tse really drove too fast. It is very dangerous to
other drivers. So I think he should be punished with lengthy
jail terms. Only in this way will he know that he should drive

209



112. CANTO-POP STAR WONG HIU TUNG 5A 210

carefully. Mercy to Tse may be cruelty to other drivers.

Lastly, it produced profound negative impacts on the growth
of the younger generation. The younger generation is not ma-
ture enough, so they are vulnerable to famous people just like
Tse. They may think corruption is not very bad because Tse was
ordered to perform 240 hours of community service only.

Form my point of view, the sentence of Tse is too light. It is
not fair. It could not teach Tse that he should drive carefully.
And it produced profound negative impacts on the growth of the
younger generation. So I think the sentence is too light.

Yours faithfully
Suki Wong



113 Writing an ltinerary wong Yui 2D

Dear Mr. Leung,

Welcome to Hong Kong. I have planned a one-day itinerary
for you as follows.

In the morning, we can go to Wong Tai Sin Temple. Wong
Tai Sin Temple is a very popular temple in Hong Kong. It has
some ancient buddhas, especially the very famous Wong Tai Sin
Buddha. There we will go to worship the Buddha. After that, we
will go to eat some vegetarian food. The food is very delicious.
To get there, we can take the MTR and get off at Wong Tai Sin
station.

In the afternoon, we can go to Bird Street. First, Bird Street
is a very old street. There, we can watch different kinds of birds.
You can also buy birds from different countries. After that, we
will take the MTR and get off at Mong Kok station. We will
go to Women’s Street. Its former name is Tung Choi Street. It
has many gift stalls and souvenir shops, so you can buy some
souvenirs there. If you feel tired, you can sit down in the Sweet
Food Shop. There are a lot of famous desserts. They are so tasty!

In the evening, we will go to Sham Tseng. Sham Tseng is near
Tsing Ma Bridge. Tsing Ma Bridge is the longest suspension
bridge in the world. You can enjoy the views and go to Sham
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Tseng Restaurant. They have the most popular roast goose in
Hong Kong. If you eat them, you will really feel good. To get
there, you can take the No.234A bus and get off at Sham Tseng
San Tsuen.

I hope you enjoy your sightseeing. Please contact me if you
have any problems.

Jason Wong



114 The weight loss craze

Ying Chun Ching 6A

In the past, fatness was not a big deal and was even con-
sidered beautiful. Slender people were always treated as under-
nourished. However, a slimming craze has swept the whole of
Asia in recent years, why would this happen?

Nowadays, many people start to be more conscious about
health and know that excess fat is bad for health. However,
there’s a misunderstanding about health and slimming. People
think that removing excess fat is healthy enough, but this is
just partly correct. Besides this, proper absorption of other food
components is also important for health. Unfortunately, lots of
people just emphasize the fat.

In addition, slimness is also a symbol of fashion and beauty:.
In fashion shows, we can always see that models are tall and
slender since the fashionable clothes require a slim body shape.
Slimness is also a sign of beauty. People think that fat artists
aren’t pretty, that’s why many super stars need to keep fit in
order to maintain their beauty. Furthermore, not only women are
keen on slimming, but men also want to be strong by removing
fat and building muscles. There’s really a great change from the
past.

However, some consequences have been brought about to in-
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dividuals and society. Many people hold the concept that being
‘slim’ is beautiful and being ‘fat’ is ugly, so fat people are always
laughed at. There’s a new term, ‘Pork Chop’ used to describe fat
people in Hong Kong. There are some psychological effects on
slim people too. According to research about Hong Kongers’ fit-
ness, over half of the interviewed women felt that they were still
fat though their fatness index is below the international standard.

Besides, many advertisements of fitness centres have caught
our eyes and told us that being slim is a piece of cake if you join
their slimming programmes. Lots of people have been misled to
pay plenty of money to get rid of the fat. Those programmes
mainly emphasize that they can help to lose weight in a short
period of time.

Moreover, some profiteers even sell venomous diet pills to peo-
ple. A Singapore artist had gotten a sudden hepatitis this year
after taking some toxic dieting pills. She was in critical conditions
and needed a liver transport immediately. People forget about
health but fatness, they just want to become slim as quickly as
possible. I have a friend who only eats two meals per day and
sometimes she even eats only apples for her lunch. What an
unhealthy way to keep fit!

[ really hope that this crazy trend cannot last long unless peo-
ple adopt a right attitude to slimming. People should keep fit and
healthy at the same time. Fitness and health cannot be bought
by money and there is no quick way to achieve it. Not everyone
has the same body shape; doing exercise regularly and eating
properly is enough to keep healthy and fit. Please remember,
having a 24-inch waistline is not good and suitable for everyone!
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