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Sound of Silence

Mandy Mak

I went down to the shore,

To hear the sea washing the rocks...

A wash that set free my captive heart,
Stifled by the world’s cacophony.

“Child of the Universe, you belong to me,”
murmured the foam.

[ went down to the shore,

To embrace the moon’s cheeks of glittering gold...

A face that revived my crushed spirit,

Buried deep in the dead language of the virtual world.
“Child of the Universe, you belong to me,”

whispered the moon.

[ hurried down to the shore,

To pick every pearl from the sky.

But all had drifted away from heavens,
To come whirling on the heart of the sea.

18



5. SOUND OF SILENCE MANDY MAK

“Come dance together, O Child of the Universe.
Come back to where you belong.”
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Life

Nelson YK Leung

We shall learn something from life.

[ ask God to take away my pain. God says, No.

It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.

[ ask God to make my health whole. God says, No.

My spirit is whole and my body is only temporary.

[ ask God to grant me patience and serenity. God says, No.
Patience and serenity are by-products of tribulations; they aren’t
granted, they are learned.

[ ask God to give me happiness. God says, No.

[ give you blessings. Happiness is up to you.

[ ask God to spare me pain. God says, No.

Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you
closer to me.

[ ask God to make my spiritual life grow. God says, No.

You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you
fruitful.

[ ask God for all things that I might enjoy life. God says, No.

[ will give you life so that you may enjoy all things.

20



6. LIFE NELSON YK LEUNG 21

[ ask God to help me LOVE and PRAY for others, as much as
He LOVES and PRAYS for me.

God says, ‘Ahhhh, finally you have got the idea.

“To the world you might be one person but to one person you
just might be the world.”

May God Bless you ALL
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Journey to meet the wise man

Miss Hui

“To be wise | To be wise! ’
‘How much I try to wise 7’
‘No wise unless I meet Mr Wise’
[ cried, I tried or I will die.

‘Mr Wise! How to be wise?’

I turned right to make a try

But ‘right’ is not the reply.

[ took a ride on the bike

But I would never try:.

[ travelled to the wild

But could only cry.

[ would only try one more time

Or no more time.

Oh! Poor guy! Why do you try?
——The wise man already dwells inside!
Wise are those who fear the Lord—
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.(Proverbs 9: 10)
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Poems

Wong Shui Lung 1D

Kenneth is clever

[van lives near a river

Leon has three sisters

Leo’s mobile phone Is Extra

Joe likes to read COCO
Andy wants to go to SOGO
Chris is wonderful

Ken has killed a mosquito
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66. POEMS

Kwong Ngan Siu 1D

Mary is pretty
She is friendly
She likes Hello Kitty

Bad Dog

An ugly dog

A fat dog

A dirty dog

Oh! It’s a bad dog.

Carmen Li 1D

Betty Brown went to the town
She bought a golden crown
And a pink silk gown

Betty fell right down

She broke her crown

And tore her gown

Betty Brown wears a frown
Betty Brown needs a clown.

[ like the beautiful bug
The bug that’s on the rug
and there’s also an ugly slug

Look! The bug is giving the slug a hug.
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Willy always behaves naughtily

Xenia loves shouting loudly

Yvonne does her work quickly

Zoe answers the questions very carefully

Chuk Chun Kit 1D

John doesn’t sleep at night

When it is night, his room still has a lot of light

So it is very bright

Sometimes he goes down the street and rides a bike
Then he goes to the park and flies a kite.

Leung Chun Fai 1D

Antony lives in Kowloon

He has a box of moon

He was very busy in the afternoon
Because everyone likes to look at
His moon.

Carlos is clever

Every day he loves Eva

Eva loves him forever

So they are lovers

And they jump into the river
Oh! They are not clever

Because they jump into the river.
And they die forever.
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Koo Wing Chun 1E

[ like Billy,

because he is silly,

he always gives me money;,
to make me happy.

I have a dog.
[t likes eating pork chop.
And sleeping on a rock.

But dislikes going for a walk.

Karen Lam 1E

MY TEACHER

My teacher is Amy,
She is very friendly,
She is always happy;,
But now she is hungry:.

My Brother
My brother is Eric,
His friend is called David,

His mother bought three eggs,
And she cooked them for Patrick.
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Pierre Tsoi 1E

Summer

The wind is weakly blowing.

The water is quickly flowing.

The flowers are beautifully growing.

[t is Summer, let the birds fly.

The birds are loudly singing.

The birds are loudly singing.

The trees are happily swinging.

[t is Summer, the people are swimming.
Oh look, some children are climbing,

Law Chun Hin 1E

Autumn

The wind is softly blowing.
The water is slowly flowing.
The flowers are withering.

[t is Autumn, let the birds go to their homes.

The birds are loudly singing.

The trees are weakly swinging.

[t is Autumn, the people are hiking.
Oh look, some children are studying.
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Lee Hoi Meng 1E

[ like holidays.

Any kinds of holidays.
Christmas holiday:.

Lunar New Year holiday:.

Mid Autumn Festival holiday.
Summer holiday.

Any kinds of Holidays.

Holiday at Christmas.
Holiday in September.
Holiday on Sunday:.
Holiday in Summer.

Happy holidays. Unhappy holidays.

Long holidays. Short holidays.
Boring holidays. Lucky holidays.
HOLIDAYS!
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And so it was done.

Wong Yik Tsun 1D

Rewriting the ending of “The Prince and the Pauper.”

Mickey was very happy as he could be “the Prince”. That day;,
he did not want to wake up at seven. He lost his temper and
he beat his servants and the queen. He slept until noon. He was
very rude when he was eating. He did not know fencing at all. He
did not obey the queen and went to play. When he was playing,
he broke all the vases. The queen felt curious, so she asked the
doctor to have a body check with “the Prince”. But there was
nothing wrong with him.

At the same time, the Prince had freedom. Goofy felt “Mickey”
was very gentle. He took part in arts and cultural activities.
"Mickey” was appreciated by others. A cruel man was jealous of
him. ”"Mickey” was beaten by the cruel man. “I am the Prince,

)

why did you hurt me?” asked “Mickey”. The cruel man said,
“You are only a pauper, not the Prince” Suddenly the Prince
remembered he had switched roles with Mickey, so he could say
nothing.

The next day, the Prince and Mickey did not change back
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into their original roles. The pauper liked to be “the Prince”;
he thought the Prince was very free and Mickey liked to be the
pauper. They liked their roles very much. They lived happily at
last.
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Who killed Mr. Wu?

Cinderella 2D

The Case: Mr. Wu was killed at 10:00 p.m. on 1 September.
He was shot through the heart. His hands and feet were tied.
$40, 000 was found in a drawer by the bed. Nothing was stolen.

The Suspects: There are three suspects: Mrs. Wu, Eric Wu
and Stephen Wong. Mrs Wu wanted to get all the money. Eric
Wu wanted to kill Mr. Wu because he wanted to marry Linda.
Stephen wanted to kill Mr. Wu because Mr. Wu knew a big
secret that was about Stephen and Mr. Wu was very good at his
job.

The Murderers: the murderers should be Stephen Wong and
Linda. Because Mr. Wu was actually a lazy man, he couldn’t
know how to do his work, but he also didn’t want to learn.
He knew somebody could help him. That was Linda’s brother.
Linda’s brother was very clever. Then Mr. Wu made Linda’s
brother to do all the work for him, so people misunderstood Mr.
Wu was very good at his job. Also Stephen was Linda’s uncle,
and he knew all the things about Mr. Wu for a long time. Un-
fortunately, Linda’s brother became ill from constant overwork.
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From the day her brother died, Linda discovered all the things.
She was very angry. She wanted to take a revenge on Mr. Wu.
On the other hand Stephen’s secret was he bought a very pow-
erful gun from the USA.

The Murder: On 1 September, at 10 p.m. Mr. Wu's house
had a murder. At that time, “Bang”, then Mr. Wu was Kkilled.
How was Mr. Wu killed? At that night, Linda and Eric were
watching the movie. Suddenly, Linda said to Eric,

“Eric, I want to go to toilet. Maybe I ate something dirty, my
stomach very aches.”

Eric nodded. Then Linda ran to Mr. Wu’s house. She knew she
couldn’t kill Mr. Wu by herself, so she called her uncle, Stephen.
Ring! Stephen picked up the phone. “What’s the matter?”

He looked concerned and he frowned, worried, “I'll be right there!”
Stephen arrived Mr. Wu'’s house. Ding! They pressed the door
bell and said,

“I'm Mr. Wu’s boss and Linda wants to meet Eric and I want to
meet Mr. Wu. Can we come in?”

“Ok!” someone replied and the door was opened.

They went to meet Mr. Wu.

“Mr. Wu is sleeping, "the servants replied.

“No matter what happen, you must call him,” Stephen said. “We
have something important to tell him.”

“No, he is already asleep, go away!” the servants yelled.

Linda was angry. “Uncle, can I borrow your gun?” Linda asked.
“But..”” Stephen stammered and Linda grabbed the gun. Linda
had a rope, too.

“I can do it myself!” Linda’s courage pulled her through.
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She made the rope became a ring and threw it to the window’s
hook. And Linda climbed through the rope and she pulled the
hook of the window. The window was not locked. She jumped
into the room. Mr. Wu woke up.

“Linda?” he whispered.

Bang! Mr. Wu dodged. Suddenly, Stephen ran in with a big bag.
He put the bag to cover Mr. Wu'’s head and Linda shot Mr. Wu.
All the sleeping servants woke up. Mrs. Wu and her boyfriend,
also Eric went home when Linda and Stephen tied Mr. Wu.
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Who killed Mr. Wu?

Emily Tsoi 2D

Mr. Wu was killed at 10:00 p.m. on 1 September. We found
him dead in his bedroom. Mr. Wu was killed by a shot through
the heart. There was $40, 000 in drawer at the scene of crime. It
wasn’t a burglar.

There are three suspects: Mrs. Wu, Eric Wu and Stephen
Wong. Mrs. Wu wanted to kill Mr. Wu because she could get
all his money. Eric Wu wanted to kill his father because Mr.
Wu didn’t allow him to get married with Linda. Stephen Wong
wanted to kill Mr. Wu because Mr. Wu knew a big secret about
him.

The murderers should be Mrs. Wu and Stephen. I interviewed
Mr. Wu's neighbours. They said Mr. Wu and Mrs. Wu were
always arguing. They heard Mrs. Wu cry before the day Mr.
Wu died. Perhaps Mrs. Wu was getting angry with Mr. Wu, so
he killed Mr. Wu. And Stephen killed Mr. Wu because Stephen
and Mrs. Wu were in love. He didn’t like Mr. Wu always beat
Mrs. Wu, so he killed Mr. Wu. There was a glass of wine in Mr.
Wu's bedroom. We found some fingerprints and some medicine
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in the wine. One is Mr. Wu’s fingerprint, the other is Mrs. Wu's
fingerprint. Mr. Wu drank this wine, and he wanted to sleep. So
Mrs. Wu and Stephen could kill Mr. Wu.

We had some evidence to arrest Mrs. Wu and Stephen. They
admitted that they were guilty. Mrs. Wu said, “I killed Mr. Whu.
He was bad-tempered. In a recent year, he always beat me but
[ could not disobey him because I have not money to ... When
[ felt bad, I met Stephen. He always encouraged me and made
me happy. I love Stephen, so we wanted to kill Mr. Wu ... On
1 September evening, I also took some wine to Mr. Wu but the
wine had some medicine in it. So when Mr. Wu drank this wine,
he wanted to sleep, so Stephen could come in ..”

Stephen said, “I was very angry with Mr. Wu because he
always made Mrs Wu sad, so we wanted to kill him. When Mr.
Wu was sleeping, I came in. Mrs. Wu and I tied his hands and
feet. When we wanted to kill him, he woke up. I told him we
would kill him. He was very afraid and said he could give me
money. We didn’t need money, we wanted to kill him. So we
took Eric’s gun (Eric is a policeman) and killed Mr. Wu ...

So Stephen Wong and Mrs. Wu are the murderers.
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A letter of Complaint

Cheung Chau Ping 2E

Dear Sir,

[ am a student of United Christian College. I am writing to
complain about the terrible condition of your tuck shop. I am
dissatisfied with the service provided.

For the environment, the rubbish is everywhere, it annoys us a
lot. For example, the rubbish attracts many mosquitoes to bite
us, it makes us feel angry. Also, there are not enough tables and
chairs in the tuck shop. At recess time, after we buy food. We
cannot find the seats easily because they are all occupied. I am
very dissatisfied about this! So, you should better ask the staff to
clean the floor more often, and to buy enough tables and chairs
to serve the customers.

For the food, there are not many kinds of food in your shop.
For example, the food is always chicken wings, fish balls, spring
rolls.... We cannot have many different choices. Also, the food is
very oily and unhealthy, sometimes the food is not well-done, too.
In fact, the price of the food is too high and some of the food is
not very clean. Once, I bought a lunch box in your shop. When
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[ opened it, I found a hair inside, it made me feel disgusted! I
think that you should ask the staff to wear a hat while they are
making the food. Furthermore, you should better lower the price,
and pay attention about the quality of the food!

For the staff, I am not pleased about the standard of service I
receive. I feel that the staff in your shop are very impolite. For
example, after we buy food, they never say "thank you” to us,
it is not the polite way to the customers. Also, they often give
us the wrong change. So, I suggest you to enhance some staff
training courses to teach them how to serve the customers and
be more polite.

I hope that you will look into the matter.

Yours sincerely,
Flarence Cheung
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Mayflower Restaurant

Elisa Ng 3E

This tiny restaurant is very comfortable and has a warm at-
mosphere. It has iron stools and metal tables in it. Some gentle
lights are hung on the ceiling, they are very attractive and ro-
mantic. It is located on the Victoria Peak.

All the waiters wear grey and silver suits, they look like sol-
diers. They are all very helpful and provide good service. The
quality of the food is excellent, the lobster with salad is their
famous dish, it is very tasty and is appetising. The strawberry
cheesecake is the most popular dessert there; no one can resist it.
The drinks are delicious, too! Though the food is very good, the
prices are very expensive.

All the people will have an unforgettable dinner after they
have visited the Mayflower Restaurant. I would recommend it to
lovers to go for their anniversary who would like a romantic and
relaxing dinner with a wonderful view.
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The Tai Shing Restaurant

Michael Tse 3E

This restaurant is quite commodious and has a genial atmo-
sphere because it has some warm light. It has small plastic tables
and pliant chairs. It also has some televisions to make the feeling
like home. It is near the Tai Shing market.

The waiters and waitresses who wear the uniforms of Tai Shing
Restaurant are all very affable and provide good service. The
food is commendable because it has great quality. Their specialty
is barbecued pork, it is very tasty and savoury. The desserts
are so exquisite that you do not want to eat them. The mango
pudding is sweet and very delicious. Though the food is very
good, the prices are inexpensive.

The Tai Shing Restaurant is quite good in every way. I would
recommend it to anyone who likes low prices and high quality.
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Cherry Restaurant

Cherry Wong 3E

This spacious restaurant is very clean and tidy. It has a warm
atmosphere. The dim light makes the restaurant very romantic.
It has small wooden tables and a small sofa. It has a small bar,
too. It also has soft music playing to make the atmosphere feel
very peaceful.

The waiters wear white shirts and black jeans. Waitress wears
white shirts and high-heeled shoes. They're all very friendly and
always have smiles. They're helpful and all work very promptly,
so we can get the food very fast. Cherry Restaurant has a lot of
food, for example, salads and spaghetti. The salad is very fresh
and flavourful. The spaghetti is very tasty. The desserts, such
as the strawberry cake, are sweet and delicious. It’s so beautiful
that I don’t want to eat it! You can go to the small bar to drink
beer or talk with friends.

Cherry Restaurant is a lovely, romantic restaurant. If you go,
you may enjoy it! Although the food is a bit expensive, the food
and the atmosphere are very marvellous. I would recommend it
to anyone who wants to relax or have an enjoyable experience.
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A CHRISTMAS STORY

STORY SUMMARY
The story takes place during Christmas time. A poor little girl

called Carol and her loyal dog Shep live in a dull old hut. One
day they decide to find a Christmas tree in the woods. Not long
after they find a tree, Dirty Dan, the owner of the woods, asks
Carol to pay for the tree. If she doesn’t then he’ll take her to
the police. Then Elmer, Santa Claus’s assistant, comes to find
why Carol is so upset. While Elmer is there, Dirty Dan comes
to collet the money. Since Carol is not able to pay him, Dan
demands to take back the tree. Defending Carol, Elmer argues
with Dan. Dan pushes him down and Elmer knocks the tree
down. In order to make Dan give Carol the tree, he cuts down
all of his other trees but Dan still refuses to do so. Dan doesn’t
believe that he is Santa so Santa decides to turn Dirty Dan into
the world’s most beautiful Christmas tree with his magic toilet
brush. At the end of the play, Carol gets to keep the tree(which
is Dan), and goes to celebrate with Santa and his assistants and
Dirty Dan stands in the hut beautifully.
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74. A CHRISTMAS STORY

CAST
Characters

Carol
Dan
Elmer
Shep
Tree
Narrator

Special guest
Santa Clause

Stage:
Script:
Music:
Set / Costume:

Lighting:

Actors

Charlotte A. Toralde (4A)
Hanita Harpalani (5C)
Vicki Wong (4C)

Patti Chung (4C)

Joey Lam (2E)

Nilsa Lam (5A)

Mr. C. K. Yeung

Ms. Chan

All actors

Charlotte A. Toralde (4A)
Vicki Wong (4C)

Patti Chung (4C)

Charles (3D)

CHARACTER SUMMARY
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Carol is a character who is innocent. She never gives up on

finding the perfect tree for her hut. She is rewarded at the end
with the help of Elmer and Santa.

Dan, on the other hand, is an evil character.

He is mean

and has the opposite characteristics of Carol. While Carol is

rewarded, Dan is punished by being turned to a Christmas tree.

This character is acted by a female actor, which is special.

Elmer is a positive character. As Santa’s assistant, he goes to
help Carol. Although he doesn’t do much to help, he brings out
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Santa as the most powerful person that could help.

Shep, the loyal dog, shows the characteristics of faithfulness.
[t is faithful to Carol. He helps Carol find her tree, comforts her
while Carol is sad, and stands by her when Dan insists to have
the tree back.

Tree is the result of Dan at the end of the story, when Santa
turns him into the most beautiful Christmas tree ever.

Santa Clause, played by our special guest Mr. Yeung, plays
as the solution to the play. He cuts down all of Dan’s trees,
and turns Dan into a Christmas tree with his magic toilet brush.
Thus, he brings joy to everyone.

Narrator describes what happens throughout the play and in-
troduces characters. At the end of the play, the narrator comes
to the middle of the stage and presents the moral.

A CHRISTMAS STORY

N: Narrator, C: Carol, D: Dan, E: Elmer, S: Santa
N: (side of stage) This story takes place in a deep, snow-

covered woods. A poor little girl, Carol, lives in a dull,
old hut with her loyal dog. They decide to go into the
woods to find a Christmas tree. After a long and difficult
search, they finally find one.
C: (looks at Shep) Shep, you are great! (Shep wags its tail.
Carol looks at the tree.) This is the perfect one for our
house! (takes out the axe from the back) Okay, let me
chop it down. (pulls the tree, motions her head to call
Shep) Come Shep! Help me take this in . (Shep runs over)
N: Carol’s house is simple. Everything is broken and the house
looks unkempt, that is except where the tree is.
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C: See, Shep (looks at Shep), the tree looks so nice. It bright-

ens up the whole atmosphere of the house! (Shep goes over
to the tree, smells it.) Well, it’s a pity I don’t have any
presents to go under it. (Shep walks back to Carol, com-
forting her.) It’s okay, it looks beautiful, just the way it is

(the house brightens up).
*(Dreaming: C wakes up in the dream, walks around the house

and is happy to find a lot of presents. She tries to put the presents

under the tree.)

O QU sz

o Q

Suddenly, there’s a knock on the door.

(knocking in rhythm) (to Shep) Who could that be?

The door bursts open.

Are you Carol?

Yes, what can I do for you?

(walking to the tree slowly) Well, I can see there’s a pretty
little Christmas tree you've got there.

Yes, I got it from the woods.

Ha! There you are, thief! Do you know that the woods
belongs to me (grabs C by the arm) Come, I'll take you to
the police.

No, Sir, please don’t. I'm sorry. (looks scared)

Sorry? Well, of course. I'm a good man, am I not? Of
course, | want to be a nice person at Christmas. (C nods
hard) Very Well then, if you pay me for this, [ won’t take
you to the police.

Alright, how much is that?

Humm... It’ll cost you $29.45 + tax.
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C: $29.45! Oh Sir, I'm just a poor little girl, I don’t have that
much money!

D: Then, that’s your problem. I'll come back and get you, you
little thief and I'll take you to the police! (walks out of the
door and slams it)

C: (Falls on the chair) Oh dear, Shep. How am I ever going to
get the money? (cries) (Shep comforts her). Thank you,
Shep! ( C pets Shep’s head) I'll never be able to pay him.
(Shep licks her hand and she giggles) (Carol scratches Shep
under his chin and she giggles) (Shep likes her arm) That
tickles! (sighs) What should we do? I wish Santa Clause
would come and help us! ( looks out of the window)

N: 2 hours pass. Someone knocks on the door again.

C: It must be Dirty Dan! (feels frightened and nervous, stag-
gering to open the door)

N: But instead of Dirty Dan, It is Elmer Schmidlap, former

Fuller Brush salesman and now Santa Claus’s vice pres-

ident, in charge of public relationships. He has a toilet

brush with which he can perform various tricks.

What’s wrong Carol? You look sad. (goes over to her)

Mr Schmidlap, you've got to help me.

Carol tells Elmer what happened and breaks down crying,
whilst Dirty Dan bursts in.

Okay, Carol, do you have the money?

['m sorry sir, I don’t have that much money.

O QU

Well, T guess I'll have to haul this away. (walks over to the
tree)
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Can you be nice for once? (walks over to Dan)

O G

Who on earth are you? (pushes E and he knocks the tree

down)

C: Mr. Schmidlap, are you okay? (helps him up)

D: Oh man, look at what you've done. This beautiful Christ-
mas tree is ruined! (examines the tree)

E: Dan, if you don’t let Carol have the tree, I'll cut down the
rest of your trees.

D: Ha! Really? Can you? Try your luck! (the rest of the trees

fall down)

See?

(looks out of the window, scared) Well ... T can always sell

o

them all. Now pay or haul. You choose.
You still don’t get it, do you?

O

Make me!l (lights go out suddenly and a light shines
through the door)

Who's that?

Oh, it’s Santal!

Santa?

Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas! I heard that someone
doesn’t seem to be acting very generously. Is it you, Dirty
Dan?

Well, I ... a ... mm...

Yes?

You ... you are a fake! You are not Santa Clause. You're

Laug

o 2o

just some fat blob with a white beard!
S:  That’s enough, Dirty Dan! From now on you’ll bring joy
to everyone. (taps his brush on D’s head)
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N: The touch of the brush turns Dirty Dan into the world’s

most beautiful Christmas tree, ever.

Now Carol, you can keep this tree.

(to Elmer) Thank you so much! (Shep wags its tail) (to

Santa) Thank you, Santa.

S: Ho! Ho! Ho! No biggie, my friend. He deserves his pun-
ishment and you deserve this tree! (pointing at Dan)

E: Now let’s celebrate Christmas with everyone! (exits)

N: And off they go to celebrate with Santa and all of his assis-
tants, as Dirty Dan stands in the hut, gleaming, beautiful
as ever!

Moral:

(Narrator comes in the middle of the stage)

N : This story teaches us that if you get to the root of it all, all
dirty, evil people are really just saps.

(Narrator Exits)

(Lights off)
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A letter to the editor

Joanne Lai bA

Do you think that the government should give money to peo-
ple who lose their job and are unemployed? Write a letter to a
newspaper saying what you think about this. Give reasons for
your opinions. Start your letter, “Dear editor” and sign it “Chris
Wong”

Dear editor,

The idea that the government should give money to the people
who lose their jobs and are unemployed upsets me.

Although the poor have a bitter life, I think that the gov-
ernment should help them to find a job instead of giving them
money. The poor will become lazy about looking for a job if they
had sufficient money to spend without working for it. Eventu-
ally, they will live aimlessly and become another parasite of the
society. It is also unfair to the 20,000 families who earn less then
$3,000 a month. The only thing that the government should do
is to come up with plans to help them get back to society. The
government can provide free courses for the unemployed so that
they can equip themselves. It is necessary to let them know that
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they must improve themselves in order to find a job nowadays.

Giving money to the poor will not solve the problem that the
unemployment rate is rising. It will only speed up the rate since
more people will be relying on the government. This will bring in
another series of problems like increase in tax. The fact that the
rich subsidizes the poor really angers the rich. They do not mind
helping the society or repaying the society, but it seems like being
cheated by the poor. The poor have nothing and own possessions
that are not supposed to be theirs. Although not most, but many,
of the poor who get money from the government can work. Who
would want to work if you receive, without the need of working,
more money than what you earn with your own hands?

In conclusion, the government should do something to help the
poor and unemployed, but definitely not giving them money. If
only they can work hard and willing to learn, I'm sure that they
can find a job.

From,

Chris Wong
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School Rules

Junie Chu 5A

The school regulations have always been criticized to be out-
of-date. Do you agree? Argue with reference to 2 or 3 of your
school rules.

In order to keep the school in good order, schools must have
school regulations to achieve it. However, do you think all regu-
lations are good? Many students break the school rules because
they are too strict to comply with and that some cause a lot
of inconvenience. Perhaps the school rules are really out-of-date.
They need to be amended. Not all of school regulations are good.

In my school, there’s such a regulation that prohibits students
bringing things to school that have nothing to do with lessons.
These banned items include walkmans, discmans, tape-recorders,
pagers and mobile phones. Walkmans and discmans will makes
students less attentive in class. But on the other hand, students
need mobile phones and pagers when their parents have to talk to
them immediately about important things. I think it’s acceptable
for students to bring mobile phones and pagers to school and
switch them off in classes and let them vibrate when somebody
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calls. In addition, Walkmans and discmans should also be allowed
in school, because they can help relief study pressures. Teachers
can take away the devices when students abuse the use of them.

Another school regulation that causes inconvenience is that
students are not allowed to wear sports uniform to school or back
home. If this is not allowed, students have to carry both heavy
books and sports uniforms. It’s very unhealthy especially for
young students. Besides, when the uniform or sports wear are
put aside while having sports lesson, the sports shoes or even
uniforms can be stolen. And what is the good of not wearing
school uniforms to school or back home? Sports uniforms, too,
are uniforms.

Neatness is what schools are concerned about, but how can
a student be neat enough if he or she is not allowed to put gel
on his/her hair? A student’s hair can’t be always neat if her/
she doesn’t put gel on it. Having gel on one’s hair can make a
student look smarter, have more self-confidence and look neater.
[ guess my school prohibits its students from using gel because
they don’t want their students to waste their time on their hair.

School regulations are compulsory in order to maintain the
school’s order. But they should never be too strict to students,
or else students will break the school rules easily, and conflict
between teachers and students may also arise. In my opinion, the
design of school rules should be make more practicable in real life
by taking into account the unnecessary inconvenience caused to

students. To be better, the school should seek students’ opinions
first.



i

To anyone who finds this

Sandeep HA

Hello, T am John Wong. I'm 16 years old and what I'm about
to say is very important, because you will never hear from me
again.

Me and my friends were going to Mong Kok to get some com-
puter games. I was really looking forward to it because a lot of
games just came out, and I couldn’t wait to play them. We took
the M.T.R. and sat down. It was 3 p.m. and we reached the
Jordan station. All of a sudden, after I blinked my eyes, I was
alone in the M.T.R. The M.T.R. stopped at a station which I
have never seen or heard before. I went out and saw thick fog
covering the place. I could just see 50m or so, and it was snowing,
but it never snows in Hong Kong.

I couldn’t see where I was going, but I had to find someone
who could tell me something. I was looking for about 3 hours
and couldn’t find anyone. It was like a ghost town. I sat down
on the floor and I just didn’t know what was going on. I thought
[ was in a dream, but it was too real to be a dream. I sat there
thinking what was going on for another hour or two. Then I got
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up and started walking in one direction. I walked and walked
but it would never end. Then suddenly I saw the same place I
was sitting before. I stared at it and was so scared. I started
running and screaming. [ was going crazy. Then I saw a figure,
a figure of an old man. He said, “What are you doing? There is
no way out! HAHAHAHA!” What did he mean by that? As I
was thinking, I saw the old man going away. I ran after him, but
he seemed too fast. Then I stopped. I saw something that made
me freeze. The old man had no legs. I cried out and fell on the
necks. What is going on? Then [ figured out a way to get out, I
would kill myself.

Now you know what happened to me. By the time you read
this, I will be dead. Please tell my family that I love them. I'm
ending this letter. Bye!
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Sex education

Leung Yun Fai 6A

Do you think sex education should be introduced in primary
schools? Write an editorial for your school newspaper arguing
for or against this issue.

Dear editor,

[ am writing to express my opinion on the issue "whether sex
should be part of the primary school curriculum” Despite the
fact that many parents are unhappy if their children acquire sex
knowledge when they are young, I am convinced that sex should
be part of the primary school curriculum for the following reasons.

As we know, most parents are unwilling to give their chil-
dren sex knowledge. When their children ask them something
concerning sex, they may feel embarrassed. As a result of this,
they rarely reply to them as they regard sex as a taboo. Ac-
cording to a survey conducted by Hong Kong Youth Association
last month, only 5% of the respondents aged between 10 and 20
said they obtain sex knowledge mainly from their parents, while
more than 30% of the respondents said they get that knowledge
mainly from teachers. Since most parents are unwilling to discuss
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sex with their children, I am sure that school is the best place for
them to receive sex education.

Moreover, according to the survey, most teenagers are curious
about sex. Nevertheless, they may think it is a shame to ask their
teachers about sex. They may get sex knowledge from some ob-
scene magazines, films, websites, etc. which are full of pornogra-
phy, and which will affect their mental health deeply. They may
regard women as objects of sex, which degrades women. What's
worse, they may get sexual pleasure by committing crimes such
as indecent assault and rape. If sex is a part of the school cur-
riculum, this type of crime can be reduced as students obtain a
more healthy attitude towards sex. School will become a good
place for them to discuss openly.

While you may argue that Hong Kong children should not
receive sex education in primary schools, I do not agree with it at
all. With better nutrition in recent decades due to rapid economic
development, children undergo puberty earlier than before. Some
girls may start their menstrual cycle in primary 5. They should
know what it is as it is a part of their life. It is the responsibility
for adults to protect the young and prevent them from being
molested by people; they should be taught which part of their
body should not be seen or touched by people, and what to do in
case someone does so. They should obtain sex knowledge when
they are young.
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In conclusion, I believe that sex education should be a part of
the primary school curriculum despite the fact that many parents
are not happy about that.

Yours faithfully,
Chris
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Tobacco products are also good for Hong
Kong

Lai Wai Yi 6C

Dear editor,

Recently, some lawyers suggested that the government should
ban all the tobacco products in United States as they produce
dangerous products and they are deciding whether the Hong
Kong government should do this or not. So I am writing to
argue that the Hong Kong government should not ban all the to-
bacco products in Hong Kong, as there are many disadvantages
by having this policy.

First if the government bans all tobacco products in Hong
Kong, the economy of Hong Kong will be affected. As the tax
income from selling cigarettes on the market, is the major income
of the government. So if the government really does this, the in-
come of the government will decrease and Hong Kong’s economy
will be greatly affected.

Secondly, the unemployment rate will increase. If the gov-
ernment bans all the tobacco products in Hong Kong, then the
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tobacco industry is useless if they can not sell their product to
the market. So those tobacco industries will be closed and the
workers that originally worked there will become jobless. There-
fore the unemployment rate will increase. This not only affects
the economy of Hong Kong but also the worker’s life. They lose
their job and don’t have money to support their family before
they can find a new career.

Moreover, this will encourage the black market of selling to-
bacco products by importing illegal tobacco products from other
countries, for example America, China, etc.... besides affecting
the economy in Hong Kong. This will also encourage the illegal
activities took place in Hong Kong and Hong Kong’s rules are
influenced too.

Finally, tobacco industries are always the great sponsors to
the sports activities, for example the tennis competitions, the
football matches, etc... So if the government bans all the tobacco
products and cause those industries to close down, the sports
activities will lose a great sponsor to let the competition to be
held.

Therefore it seems it is bad to ban all the tobacco products in
Hong Kong. Especially in these few years, there is an economy
crisis where Hong Kong’s economy is seriously affected. Many
people become jobless, and their life is hard as many industries
close down or move to China. So there is a depression in Hong
Kong. Now Hong Kong is recovering but there are still many
difficulties that the people suffered. So the government should
not ban all the tobacco products in Hong Kong.
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The above is my opinion, thank you for you attention.

Yours sincerely,
Chris Wong



30

The disabled in HK

Winnie Lau 7TA

Discrimination against race, sex and age has become a hot
topic in Hong Kong these days. Everyone talks about what dis-
crimination they have received while working or how they are
treated. Whoever comes across with this encounter would defi-
nitely feel angry, powerless and realize the importance of equality.
In fact, the most miserable sufferers are the ones with only a little
voice spoken out to support them, the disabled. None of us can
imagine the actual prejudice received by this group of people.

There are still many problems faced by the disabled, both
physically and mentally, in modern Hong Kong. Unequal treat-
ment by the public is the main problem. No one cares about
whether a shopping mall has lifts or not, and are there any places
that can be reached only by stairs but no other alternatives, such
as slopes. This actually causes inconvenience for people who have
to use wheelchairs. We not only mention the difficulties the phys-
ically disabled have when getting on public transport, but also
the problems they face before this. Many taxi drivers pretend
they do not see a disabled person waving their hands for a taxi
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even though their cars are empty. Besides, the lack of Braille
words is also a problem faced by the blind people.

Another problem is actually the most vital, lack of respect
from other people. Many people see the disabled as abnormal
and troublesome. They often blame these people for having them
line up for public transport for a longer period of time. Some may
also fear that the mentally disabled would cause potential danger
to the public. This situation becomes more serious if people look
down on the mentally disabled and see them with a weird glance.
In fact, disabled people have not done anything wrong but put up
with these so-called normal people with unbelievable tolerance!
Low self-esteem and lack of self-confidence are the consequences
of the unfair treatment.

Moreover, the disabled’ rights are often neglected. This is due
to the misconcept of the public. The public does not accept
and support them as they do not even understand the actual
condition and the needs of the disabled. They do not realize
that their poor awareness actually obliterates the disabled’ rights.
Lack of support from the government also makes the situation
worse and neglects the rights of all its citizens.

Encouragement and support from other people are of utmost
importance to help the disabled. In order to reduce prejudices,
we must improve the education. Through promoting public edu-
cation programmes, people get a better understanding of mental
health and equal rights. This can be done with the help of mass
media and schools. The government should also provide more
facilities to help the discharged patients so they can adjust to a
new life and ensure the fear of the public disappears. Everyone
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has their freedom and should enjoy their lives. The world will
have peace and equality forever if everyone is more considerate
towards others.
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The state of education in Hong Kong

Chan Ka Yan 7B

Education is the key to the future of Hong Kong. A good
education system can enhance the chances for students to get a
better job in the market as well as boosting Hong Kong’s rep-
utation and competitiveness as an international business centre.
Although new plans of education system have been launched and
efforts have been shown by the government in the past few years,
the current education system still has room for improvement.

The education system of Hong Kong must ensure that all stu-
dents are information technology literate with some of them hav-
ing the potential to become leaders in the field. Well-appointed
computer rooms, structural and interactive teaching aid software
and wide ranges of daily computer application are all the essen-
tial parts of the I'T policy in all basic education schools. But in
the real situation, many schools are still not well-equipped with
all the basic computer software and hardware. And many teach-
ers are not prepared for the changes of teaching method using the
computer or don’t have adequate computer knowledge to handle
the computer software. Students who do not have computers at
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home may feel inferior too. The initial purpose of using informa-
tion technology is to enhance communication between teachers
and students and make classes more interactive, but in fact, it
somehow hinders the progress of teaching and creates difficulties
for both the teachers and students. The lack of preparation is to
blame for the failure. The government should spend more time
and efforts dealing with the problem. For example, allowances
can be given to students whose family cannot afford to buy a
computer and courses should be provided for the teachers to gain
the basic computer knowledge.

Places for further education in Hong Kong are limited. Many
students have to struggle in many open examinations in order
to get a place in the matriculation level or in universities. In
order to ensure the students have the chance for further edu-
cation, many schools are basically exam-oriented, which implies
that the curriculum only concentrates on the exam syllabuses
but not train students to have well-rounded skills for society. It
further stifles the room for creativity. Some students may lose
their interest in studying because they can not do well in tests
and examinations. Greater flexibility in the education system is
thus needed to promote the diversity and excellence of teaching
and to nurture creativity in our students. Daily and continuous
assessment can only be used to offset the impact of one-time open
examinations to reduce the pressure of students.

Also, more chances for further education should be given to F.
5 and F.7 leavers. Many F.5 and F.7 leavers feel unsure about
their future. They are not prepared to get a job in society as
they feel they do not have enough knowledge. Due to the limited
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places for diploma and high diploma courses, some of them may
be forced to get a job or retake the open examination they sat
for. Therefore, counselling service and increased opportunities
for further studies should be given to those school leavers.

The education system of Hong Kong in the new Millennium
must respond to the challenges of the future world. Students are
the future of our society. We must cherish them and let them
study in a well-rounded education system.
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“Advertisers perform a useful service to the
community.” Do you agree?

Lee Pui Chee 7B

In Hong Kong advertisements play an important part in our
daily life. We can see advertisements everywhere. For example,
when we go to school, we may use the public transport like the
MTR, KMB or KCR. We can see advertisements in the stations
and even inside the compartments of trains. When we watch
TV, we will definitely come across advertisements. Therefore, we
encounter advertisements every day. To me, advertisements are
important and useful in the daily life.

[ think that advertisers do perform a useful service to the com-
munity. Why do I think this way? Advertisements are important
and useful in that they give us information about certain prod-
ucts or they can arouse our interest in the products very often.
Advertisements give us the latest information; they let us keep up
with the ever-changing world. Other than giving us information,
most advertisements can entertain us. Some advertisements are
very funny. For example, in the television commercial of the Mc-
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Donald’s, a baby laughs when he sees a McDonald sign. He cries
when the McDonald sign disappears. The idea is creative and
the baby is cute. This kind of funny adverts will make us laugh,
make us really notice the brand name. This in turn can promote
the products. Since people are easily influenced by the adverts,
the creative adverts will register with us and then the brand will,
too. Also, some adverts are meaningful; they enlighten us. For
example, in the current Vitasoy advertisement, we can learn the
right usage of the words. In addition, we can appreciate the ideas
of the advertisers. Some advertising ideas are good and we will
remember them even after a long period of time. From the above
points, I can say that advertisements are useful and important.
Therefore, advertisers perform a useful service to society.
However, some people disagree that advertisers perform a use-
ful service to society, as they think the advertisements are useless
and even bad. Why do they say that? They claim that ad-
verts are useless just because we can notice new products or new
technology by other methods like shopping, walking in shopping
malls. We don’t need adverts. I oppose this idea because adver-
tising is the easiest method for us to get to know products. We
can’t go shopping every day, but we can see adverts every day.
Some people also argue that advertisements promote bad ideas,
and make people feel uncomfortable. Some advertisements have
bad effects on young people. I don’t think any advertisements we
can see promote bad ideas. If they have perverted ideas, we can
never see them in the mass media, as the government censors the
adverts before they are shown. Some people also complain that
many advertisements are nonsensical; the adverts contain noth-
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ing that is related to the products being promoted. People may
not even understand what the adverts are about. I admit that
some adverts are quite absurd, but they are only a very small
portion of all the advertisements we see.

Advertisements are important and useful as they can provide
us the information of the products, entertain us, let us learn
new things and let us appreciate others’ ideas. Overall speaking,
advertisers do perform a useful service to society.
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The disabled in HK

Carolyn Chong 7C

Disability is generally looked upon with prejudice. This prob-
lem exists all over the world even in developed countries and
large financial cities like Hong Kong. Misunderstandings and ig-
norance towards those with either physical or mental disabilities
contribute much to the dilemma faced by the disabled.

For the physically disabled, they face restrictions to go to cer-
tain places like shopping malls or even restaurants, due to the
absence of ramps for wheelchairs. Moreover, they are unable to
take quite a number of public transport, such as the minibus and
even taxis, as much help and assistance is needed for boarding
and alighting. Some taxi drivers even refuse to pick up a phys-
ically disabled person because they do not want to waste their
time to go through the trouble of helping the handicapped into
the taxi and to store away the wheelchair if any. The taxi drivers
would rather use their time to earn more money. The physically
impaired are also unable to carry out much recreational activities
due to the lack of facilities to help them. Further more, they are
even banned from private clubs’ facilities such as the use of the
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swimming pool as the other wealthy members may feel disturbed
if a physically handicapped person swam with them.

However, this problem is not only faced by the physically dis-
abled. The mentally disabled are also prevented from such pri-
vate clubs, Still, the mentally handicapped seem to be in a much
more disadvantaged situation as people in general classify them
under the titles of "madman” and "nutcase”. People also think
that all mentally disabled persons are all prone to violence. All of
this really surfaces from society’s ignorance of the disabled peo-
ple. The mentally impaired are usually looked down upon and
rejected by society. It is very difficult for them to find a job to
earn a living for themselves after they have recovered because
employers would not accept a previously mentally handicapped
employee. In addition, it is not solely the society who rejects
them. Even their own family or close relatives reject them and
do not want to have anything to do with them. The relatives or
family members do not want to take the responsibility to look af-
ter the mentally disabled. Some may even torture or mistreat the
disabled by treating them as inferior beings and even as slaves.

The true reason for all of this prejudice is due to the ignorance
of the people. So one of the most effective methods to solve the
problem of prejudice is to educate the public on how to care for
the physically and mentally handicapped. Society needs to un-
derstand the condition that the disabled people are in rather than
dismiss them as outcasts of society. Another solution is to hold
more activities for the disabled so that they will be able to re-
enter into society and for the society to accept them. Fairs could
then be held for people to work side by side with the disabled
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to increase understanding. Furthermore, for the physically im-
paired, ramps should be built in more places, especially in plazas
and other public areas, so that the use of wheelchairs can be per-
mitted to enter such public places. Moreover, more buses should
have movable ramps such as those in special double-decker buses
in Hong Kong. This then would truly help those in wheelchairs to
board a bus more efficiently. In addition, more facilities should
be built as well for the physically impaired to aid them in cer-
tain activities, such as sports or other recreational activities. The
government should also intervene to reduce prejudice in society
by providing allowances or subsidies to certain companies to en-
courage them to employ the disabled. This then would truly help
the disabled to re-enter society.

Furthermore, they are even banned from private clubs’ facili-
ties such as the use of the swimming pool as the other wealthy
members may feel disturbed if a physically handicapped person
swam with them.

Therefore, unless society and the government work together,
the problem of prejudice would not be solved. The rights of the
disabled would continue to be ignored and they will continue to
be rejected by society. Ignorance is simply not an excuse. People
need to know more about the disabled to accept them so that
equality can be achieved. Everyone should have the same rights
whether you are “normal” or physically or mentally impaired.
Society itself will benefit in the end.
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The disabled in HK

Darwin Leung 7C

“Disable” means an inability to do “something”, but not def-
initely “everything”. No matter if the focus is on physically or
mentally disabled, it is just a kind of handicap and not a sin. Un-
fortunately, those who regard themselves as “normal” and “su-
perior” always show contempt to the disabled and know nothing
about sympathy or mercy. Hong Kong is well-known as a city
of democracy, liberty, freedom and equality. However, the ex-
istence of discrimination towards the disabled is undoubtedly a
‘spot’ on it reputation.

In the 20th century, every country advocates equality and free-
dom, nevertheless, a lot of the disabled in Hong Kong are still be-
ing ignored, neglected or looked down upon by the society. They
are unfairly treated and excluded by the community. Accord-
ing to a recent research, the disabled usually lack self-confidence,
entertain fear, suffer a sense of inferiority and exhibit pessimism.

Other than these emotional problems, the majority is unfairly
judged by their employers such as being dismissed or fired when
a history of mental illness is discovered. Besides, the employers
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usually 'discount’ the disabled’s working efficiency and abilities.
Therefore, their talents are suppressed even though they are ca-
pable of taking care of themselves and performing day to day
tasks competently.

As a matter of fact, some disabled even contribute more to the
society; the ‘Olympic Games of the disabled’ is the best proof
to this. Frankly, the disabled are even stronger than healthy
people when coping with adversity, since the enormity of their
determination is really overwhelming, and they are not easily
defeated.

But why are their rights neglected? It is because of several
factors such as tradition, social acceptance and education. For
instance, most people consider it too costly and troublesome to
build and specially design equipment and facilities for the physi-
cally disabled. They considered them as a burden and stumbling
block to the development of the society. As a result, they are ne-
glected. Moreover, the situation of the mentally disabled is even
worse. For those who have recovered from mental illness, they
are still regarded as “risky”, “dangerous”, “insane” or some other
contemptuous terms, thus, they are isolated and engulfed by the
‘prejudice’ of the community. Furthermore, this phenomenon
also demonstrates the inefficiency of public education, concern-
ing a better understanding of mental health and the needs of
persons with mental illness or disability.

On the other hand, owing to the deteriorating problems of
discrimination, the government should be responsible for taking
prompt action to deal with the disabled in Hong Kong, otherwise,
they can hardly get rid of the ‘social boycott’ At the same time,
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ending discrimination is the responsibility of all citizens and all
should be involved. In order to raise the public’'s awareness and
care, the media has an important role to play. They have to
organize more talks and publicize materials about the causes,
therapy and other details of all sorts of disabilities. In addition,
the social welfare department and other voluntary associations
should also improve the transparency of the rehabilitation centres
or halfway houses for wiping out the wrong attitudes towards the
schizophrenic patients that are formed in the community.

Furthermore, the government should make every endeavour
to encourage and facilitate the integration of the ex-mentally ill
back into our community through advertising, propaganda and
education, since social acceptance is a crucial factor of supporting
the disabled. Next, the government should revise the laws and
establish severe punishment to any discrimination through con-
sulting the Equal Opportunities Department. Besides, setting
up a special department is better for inspection and monitoring
purposes , especially those targeted at the employers.

To be honest, reducing prejudice that takes root in the minds
of the people definitely could not be completed within a few weeks
because it is a harsh and long-term project. Therefore, the gov-
ernment, non-government ordinances and the community are re-
quired to shoulder the responsibility and erase the ‘spot’ from
Hong Kong.
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